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God's Holy Dwelling Place 
By W. M. Czamanske 


OD is great; let all His people 
Praise Him greatly for His grace 
That He deigned to choose Mt. Zion 
As His holy dwelling place. 


Beautiful for situation, 
On the mount of holiness, 

Is the Temple where His presence 
Waits to comfort and to bless. 


Kings have tried to storm His city, 
Wreck her temple courts of prayer, 
Then have fied in wild confusion 
When they knew the Lord was there. 


With the hour of danger ending, 
Countless mercies come to mind, 

Help and strength and loving-kindness, 
Like a garland intertwined. 


Tell it to each generation, 
As the sacred Psalmist saith: 
“This our God will ever guide us, 
Guide us even unto death!” 
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A Controlled Imagination 
Imagination can play havoc with a 
believer’s peace of mind. In fact, it 
has been’ the seat of man’s trouble since 
the beginning. When the serpent played 
upon the womari’s imagination, and she 
did not check it, then “she took of the 
fruit ... and did eat, and she gave also 
unto her husband with her; and he did 


eat” (Gen. 3:6). Matters went from bad 
to worse until “Jehovah saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his héart was only evil con- 
tinually” (Gen. 6:5, A.S.V.). Ever since 
those days it has required a power out- 
side of man to contro] his imagination. 
The secret is found in Isaiah 26:3, “Thou 
wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose 
mind is stayed on thee; because he trust- 
eth in thee” (A.S.V.).. The marginal 
reading for the word “mind” here is 
“imagination.” A missionary in Central 
America writes: “It is the same word 
found in Genesis 6:5 and 8:21, and also 
Deuteronomy 31:21, where the Author- 
ized Version uses the word ‘imagina- 
tion.’ The corresponding verb means 
to form or frame, and is used frequently 
in the Bible of a potter forming the clay, 
or even of God forming the world, Thus, 
Isaiah 26:3 refers to a man who forms 
his thoughts around the Lord. The He- 
brew lexicon says on Isaiah 26:3 that it 
refers to a ‘man of firm mind,’ whose 
imaginations are centered in the Lord. 
That is the only place where our imag- 
inations can go and still be considered 
firm. Otherwise, imaginations ,become 
groundless and vacillating.” It can read- 
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ily be seen how the imagination is at 
the root of many of our troubles. It 
stimulates worry, which conjures up be- 
fore the mind all sorts of images of what 
may happen. It fosters fleshly lust, and 
the desire to own things that others have, 
and ambition for power and fame. It 
can make a man’s waking hours at night 
miserable as he imagines what may hap- 
pen because of things he has said and 
done. It can harass the father of a large 
family as he pictures what may happen 
to his wife and children if he fails. But 
all of these troublesome thoughts come 
upon a believer when he reckons without 
God, and while they may flit through his 
mind, they cannot gain a foothold if his 
“imagination is stayed” on God, Per- 
severance in prayer, meditation in the 
Word of God, the reading of good books, 
and association with the people of God 
create a healthy state of mind and keep 
the imagination running in the right 
channels. “For the weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal, but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strong holds; 
casting down imaginations, and every 
high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:4, 5). 
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|. Ferment in French Catholicism 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


HERE seems to be a spirit of rest- 
lessness among French Catholics. 
M. Chastand describes this in Le 
Christianisme under the title of “The 
Emergence of the Laity.” And, of all 
places, it is making itself felt in “Cath- 
olic Action.” 

It began to be obvious in 1946. In the 
Easter of that year, a joint congress of 
clergy and laity was held in Besancon. 
The laity expressed their grievances in 
a fashion less restrained than the clergy, 
insisting on necessary reforms in the 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Nevertheless God, that comfort- 
eth those that are cast down, com- 
forted us by the coming of Titus” 
(2 Cor. 7:6). 

















church and on the desirability of their 
taking on responsibilities in church life. 
Many priests expressed agreement. This 
caused a bishop to say to a chronicler 
of Etudes, the Jesuit argan, “One feels 
as if a revolution were coming.” 

In the same year the review Esprit or- 
ganized a questionnaire on the rights of 
the laity in the church, One priest wrote: 
“Up to the present Christians have been 
treated as minors. But one cannot han- 
dle men between forty and fifty as high 
school boys or as ‘children of Mary.’ 
The individual should feel himself re- 
sponsible to God. The soul can, indeed, 
go directly to God. The role of the 
priest is to guide him thither, being care- 
ful not to impose his personal opinions, 
but to assist him in attaining the direc- 
tion of the Holy Spirit.” 

Pére Congar, writing of this reorien 
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tation in Témoinage Chrétien (“Chris- 
tian Witness’), ,said: 

“Christians are changing, including 
the clergy. They have learned some- 
thing from history. The Christianity 
which we wish to preach is a Christian- 
ity of Christ and the Gospel which, while 
loyal to the church, wishes to be free 
from all clericalism. In the year 1946, 
laity and clergy spoke out. They did 
not use the same tone, but there was a 
profound agreement between their state- 
ments. They spoke of the preaching 
they heard, the liturgy in which they 
participated, the subordinate [prole- 
tarian] position assigned to laymen in 
the church” (“True and False Reform 
in the Church”). 

Naturally the hierarchy finds all this 
little to its taste. Catholic Action was 
planned to be a lay militia, submissive 
at all points to the higher clergy. These 
members, in smoldering revolt, think 
of the Christian apostolate as primarily 
the organ for preaching the Gospel, “a 
spiritual witness which respects the lib- 
erty of the sou] and the mysterious ac- 
tion of the Spirit.” 

So a clerical leader in Catholic Action, 
Pére Varillon, writes: “The Catholic 
church, particularly in France, feels joy, 
and anxiety, as it sees its children ‘be- 
come more and more conscious of their 
rights and duties in the ecclesiastical 
community. It is disturbed at the in- 
evitable crisis at hand. The coming of 
age of the laity is not free from tur- 
bulence. A demanding spirit rises at 
times to the surface, which is not ex- 
actly, nor in all directions, filial. There 
are temperamental outbreaks, bold and 
impatient demands. Who knows but 
these children may be tempted to leave 
the church?” 

The Cardinal Archbishop of Paris, 
Mgr. Feltin, said much the same in a 
pastoral letter to his diocese, March 11, 
1951: 

“Certain Christians, sincere and gen- 
erous, tend to go directly to God with- 
out passing through the church. 

“The return to the Bible is a great 
good, but it is mixed with infatuation 
and haste. Certain of these teachers 
would make [the Bible] the only chart 
for prayer and action. It is true that 
God speaks in the Bible and that the 
Spirit guides us. Nor is it ‘becoming 
Protestant’ when one draws inspiration 
frem the Holy Books. But one must 
not forget tradition or authority or the 
liturgy of the church. Catholic aposto- 
licity does not allow guerrillas [franc- 
tireurs].” Then he warns against those 
who “appeal from the visible church 
to a more spiritual church and one more 
sensitive to the secret influences of the 
Spirit.” 

That speaks for itself. Even earlier, 
Cardinal Verdier said to his priests: 

“Heretofore you have been unques- 
tioned masters, almost kings by divine 
right. If tomorrow the laity takes its 
place beside you in Catholic Action, you 
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will have to be constitutional monarchs.” 

Cardinal Suhard was equally, or even 
more, insistent: “We should take care, 
especially in Catholic Action, not to ex- 
alt the lay mission to the point of mak- 
ing it appear superior to priestly voca- 
tion.” 

But it is just this which seems to be 
taking place. Etudes laments that de- 
vout laymen, who once would be des- 
tined to the priesthood, now go into pro- 
fessions in order, as they say, “to let 
their faith shine among men. What’s 
the good of girding on a cassock which 
separates men from men?” 

On September 15, 1952, Pius XII de- 
plored this diminished recruiting to 
priestly office and scolded those who 
spoke of marriage as needed to create 
complete personality. 

But the new movement asks, accord- 
ing to the Jesuit Pére Mongenet in 
Etudes,.““Why should not the Holy Spirit, 
which manifests the infinite riches of 
Christ in the history of the church, pro- 
vide us with a new ideal of sanctity? 
We do wrong to look backward. After 
*the age of celibate sanctity, that of Chris- 
tian homes!” 

The church in the home is suspected 
by the French clergy. They are dis- 
turbed by numbers of’ Catholic house- 
holds which are absorbed in spiritual 
meetings and are neglecting the collec- 
tive life of the Roman Church. Bible 
study is opening new horizons. On the 
heels of an examination of the Ten Com- 
mandments in Exodus, made under the 
direction of a priest, a group of Jocists 
were “astonished at the number of im- 
ages in the chapel.” A little later they 
carried off a statue of the Virgin from 
a monastic garden. “People,” we are 
told, “are less submissive than in the 
days of Marc Sagnier” (a reformer of 
the last generation). 

Pére Montuclard of “The Church’s 
Youth” has written “Two Letters to the 
Impatient” in which he attempts to curb 
the ardor of his friends. Yet he him- 
self is suspected of doctrinal deviation. 
Even the movement of evangelism of 
wage-workers, by priests who have them- 
selves become workers, is being sub- 
jected to stricter control; and Pére 
Congar’s book, “True and False Reform 
in the Church,” has practically been put 
on the Index by its ordered withdrawal 
from circulation. As Pére Congar him- 
self says, “The whole history of the 
church and the saints shows that it is 
very difficult to think evangelically 
when there is all this apparatus of 
{churchly] glory and power.” 

This ferment is within the church. As 
to others who have passed the Rubicon 
and are free, M. Angel Béart gives much 
information. From all sides this ex- 
Dominican monk is called on to speak 
at public meetings, but his chief min- 
istry is the evangelization of Catholic 
clergy. He writes me that his group has 
changed its name from “The Bereans” 
to “The Wind Bloweth.” “We have or- 


October 24, 1953> 


ganized a Bureau of Studies which is 
publishing material especially designed 
for Catholics. It is the organ of Catho- 
lics who have been enlightened by the 
Bible, the Holy Word of God, and con- 
verted to the Evangelical Faith. We are 
Christian Fundamentalists.” (The italics 
are M, Béart’s.) 

The ex-Abbé, Jean Massin, represents 
an independent movement of evangelical 
intellectuals who have left the Church 
of Rome. “Also we see, nearly every- 
where on the streets of Paris, a priest 
with the writing: “One must reform the 
clergy. If one bishop in a hundred were 
converted, we would see great things,” 

“At the Book Shop of the Tabernacle 
on the Montmartre,” writes M. Dumesnil 
to me, “we sell many Bibles to Catholics, 
especially to young people, who study 
them faithfully. Sometimes priests buy 
them, or nuns. A priest in the provinces 
often orders a considerable number... . 

“We have been for some months in 
correspondence with the nuns of the 
Convent of Sainte-Claire. They prac- 


(Continued on page 910) 








Notes on Open Letters 


How One Busy Family 
-Observes Sunday 


A few weeks ago in this department 
(Aug. 8) the Times published a letter 
and answer on the subject of “Making 
Good Use of Sunday Afternoons.” After 
reading that discussion, a Christian 
mother in New York City wrote the Edi- 
tor, telling how she and her family make 
Sunday a different day from all others. 
It seems evident that she and her family 
have unusual talents and energy, which 
are not given to every Christian family. 
But the mother’s outline of how Sunday 
is spent is interesting in these days when 
the day of rest is so little observed. Here 
are extracts from her two letters: 

“I am only in my late forties, so that 
is not too far back to remember a con- 
secrated mother and father who believed 
in keeping the Sabbath Day holy. We 
went to church Sunday morning and to 
Sunday school where we truly received 
great blessings and enough evangelistic 
messages in one sermon to help our cup 
to overflow for the rest of the week. Our 
Sunday meals had been prepared on Sat- 
urday. Sunday afternoon we rested in 
the Word. I was never allowed to take 
an afternoon stroll, and all my toys were 
put away on Saturday night, not to be 
played with until Monday morning. As 
children we were taught to be quiet on 
that day. We took naps, read our Sun- 
day school papers and the Bible. Mon- 
day mornings we were refreshed and 
ready for the busy week. 

“The year is now 1953 and we still 
carry out that plan in our home today 
with our three children. We find that 
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lll. Beside Blue Galilee 


And a glimpse of the Prime Minister 


of Israel 


friend drove our party in her station 

wagon over the hills and valleys to 
Tiberias and the beautiful Sea of Gali- 
lee. On the southwest side of the sea 
is the city of Tiberias, an ancient town 
dating back to the days of our Lord or 
even earlier. The city now has a popu- 
lation of over 35,000. One of the attrac- 
tions of Tiberias is the mineral Hot 
Springs which are said to be “the most 
ancient known bathing place in the 
world.” 

Recently a number of very ancient 
coins have been discovered in Israel and 
some of them in Tiberias. They are 
evidently old Roman coins, as Tibevias 
was a Roman city. Some of the coins 
discovered in Tiberias bear the figure 
of Hygeia, the goddess of health, over a 
rock from which a stream of water is 
flowing. According to a recent an- 
nouncement, radioactive elements have 
been discovered in the Hot Springs of 
Tiberias. “Tests have disclosed,” says 
the report, “that the springs contain a 
high concentration of the radioactive 
gas, ‘radon.’ The Hot Springs of Tiberias 
consist of seventeen natural springs lo- 
cated on the west shore of the Sea of 
Galilee a short distance south of the city 
of Tiberias. Remarkable curative prop- 
erties have been ascribed to these 
springs since Roman times.” 


Freres Nazareth our kind missionary 


Eagerness for the Scriptures 
It was a great joy to visit the Sea of 
Galilee again, and to have delightful 
fellowship with three missionary friends 
there: two ladies, one from Switzerland 
and one from England, who live in a 
little trailer or “caravan”; and a man 
and his family from Finland, whose 
home is on a hill overlooking the 
lovely lake. They have been co-operating 
heartily in distributing the Scriptures 
in Israel. The lady missionaries have 
visited large camps of immigrants and 
have had great joy in giving out our 
New Testaments to Jewish people. 

They told us an interesting story of 
how they systematically visited a 
Shikun, where there are a number of 
small apartments of about one-and-a- 
half rooms to each family. Many of the 
people were away at work, but more 
than fifty per cent of the Jewish 
people they found at home received the 
New Testaments and agreed to read 
them. 

“One day,” said one of the ladies, 
“when we had almost finished our work 
of visitation, we saw a young man work- 
ing in a garden. We approached him 
and offered him a copy of the New Tes- 





When our Secretary of State, Mr. 
Dulles, in order to explain the pur- 
pose of his visit to Israel, quoted 
from one of Paul’s Epistles, the 
Prime Minister was quick to reply 
in a way that showed he had a good 
understanding of the original mean- 
ing. You will find their brief con- 
versation reported in this third article 
in Mr. Davis’s series on “Sowing 
God’s Word in Israel Today.” He 
tells how he also saw the Prime 
Minister, and describes many inter- 
esting scenes on the shores of Galilee. 
Next week’s article will tell of the 
city of Jerusalem as it is today. 








tament. He accepted it, and then began 
to ask us about our work. We told him 
we had visited most of the families of 
the Shikun, but we found that a good 
many of the people were not at home. 

“The young man was greatly inter- 
ested, and said: ‘It is too bad that you 
did not see all the people. I am the 
president of this Shikun. If you wish 
me to do so, I will call a meeting of 
the people of the Shikun, and present 
to them the matter of their receiving 
the New Testaments in the language they 
read most fluently.’ We were, of course, 
overjoyed at this gracious offer of co- 
operation in spreading the Word of God. 

“The young man kept his promise. He 
called a meeting of the people of the 
Shikun, explained the matter to them 
fully, and made a list of the names of 
the people who wanted New Testaments, 
and in what languages they wished to 
have them, and brought the list to us! 


- You can imagine our surprise at his 


doing such a thing! It was the Lord’s 
doing, and it was marvelous in our eyes! 
Later on we were able to minister relief 
to some of the needy families of the 
colony.” 

The Pollocks and ourselves spent a 
happy day of fellowship with these mis- 
sionaries, enjoying the beauty of the Sea 
of Galilee. Our party spent the night 
in a pension in Tiberias which was con- 
ducted by a Jewish lady from Egypt. 
The next morning she was delighted to 
receive a New Testament in French, the 
language she read most fluently. A 
Jewish lady was visiting her, and she 
was glad to receive a German New Tes- 
tament. 

After another day and night in Ti- 
berias, our party, and the missionary 
from Finland, started out in the station 
wagon for a visit to the Huleh district 
in northern Israel, up near ancient Dan, 
and some twenty miles north of Ti- 





By GEORGE T. B. DAVIS 


berias. We drove along the highway 
beside the sea, and were delighted to 
see the abundance of wild flowers along 
the road. 

As we were riding along enjoying the 
beauty of the scene, Mrs. Davis sud- 
denly exclaimed, “Oh, there goes Ben- 
Gurion.” 

We all looked eagerly at the roadway, 
and sure enough, there was the white- 
haired Prime Minister of Israel! He was 
walking along the road beside the Sea 
of Galilee, talking to a companion. At 
a little distance in front of the two men 
there was a car with its driver. Back 
of the car was a guard walking on foot; 
then came Ben-Gurion and his friend. 
Back of them there was another guard, 
and finally another car. 

As you can well imagine we were 
all excited at this unexpected sight of 
the Prime Minister of Israel. We stop- 
ped the station wagon and I hurried 
along toward the group. I succeeded 
in passing the rear motor car, but when 
I came near to the guard he held up 
his hand as a signal to stop, and said 
in a very kind tone, “Please do not be 
angry with me, but Mr. Ben-Gurion 
does not wish to be disturbed.” 

I replied: “Certainly, I am not of- 
fended. I quite understand. But I 
would like very much to give you a 
copy of this little Book. It is the New 
Testament in Hebrew.” He kindly ac- 
cepted the New Testament. Then, as I 
went back to our station wagon, I offered 
a Hebrew New Testament to the driver 
of the rear car of.the Ben-Gurion group, 
and he also graciously accepted a copy. 
God grant that both of them may read 
the life-giving Word, and be truly born 
again into the Kingdom of God! 


We Salute the Prime Minister 

When I returned to the station wagon, 
someone suggested that we turn the car 
around and drive past the Prime Min- 
ister. We did so, and as we drove past 
Mr. Ben-Gurion, we all called out quite 
lustily, “Shalom” (“Peace”). The Prime 
Minister raised his hand acknowledging 
the salute and smiled. After going a 
little distance we turned back and had 
another good look at the famous leader. 
We were all very happy to have this 
interesting and unexpected experience. 

David Ben-Gurion knows the Old Tes- 
tament quite thoroughly. He longs to 
see the Jews once more become a_.great 
nation in the land of their forefathers. 
He has a great interest in the present- 
day fulfillment of the prophecies of the 
Old Testament, and often’speaks of them. 
Let us “pray for the peace of Jerusalem,” 
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and for this leader of the State of Israel. 

A little later during our stay in Israel, 
Mr. Dulles, our Secretary of State, and 
his party visited Israel, Mr. Ben-Gurion 
presented Mr. Dulles with a copy of the 
new Jerusalem Bible—the Old Testa- 
ment in Hebrew—which had just been 
published. In reporting the incident, 
the Jerusalem Post, an excellent news- 
paper in English published by Jews in 
Jerusalem, told how Secretary Dulles 
said to Mr. Ben-Gurion that his party 
was making this tour of various coun- 
tries in the spirit of St. Paul’s words, 
“Faith, hope, charity.” 

The Prime Minister smiled and said 
graciously: “No, not charity. We do 
not want charity. In the original Greek 
the correct translation is ‘faith, hope, 
love.’” 

This remark shows that Prime Minis- 
ter Ben-Gurion is evidently quite famil- 
iar with the New Testament! 

As we motored along the shore of the 
sea where our Lord taught and worked, 
we drew mear to the site of the ancient 
city of Bethsaida, which is now only a 
place of ruins. It will be recalled that 
the Lord pronounced heavy judgments 
on Bethsaida and Chorazin and Caper- 
naum, three cities near the Sea of Gal- 
ilee. He said, “Woe unto thee, Chorazin! 
woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the 
mighty works had been done in Tyre 
and Sidon, which have been done in you, 
they had a great while ago repented, 
Sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it 
shall be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon at the judgment, than for you. 
And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted 
to heaven, shalt be thrust down to hell” 
(Luke 10:13-15). 

It will be remembered that Bethsaida 
was the home of three of our Lord’s 
disciples: Andrew, Peter, and Philip 






David Ben-Gurion, Prime Minister of Israel, opening the new road to the Dead Sea 
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(John 1:44). We all know how judg- 
ment fell upon these cities, exactly as 
foretold, because they rejected the Gos- 
pel in the face-of the great miracles that 
our Lord performed before their very 
eyes. The city of Bethsaida was de- 
stroyed, and lay in ruins for centuries. 
Our missionary friend from Finland gave 
us a very interesting story of how the 
judgment pronounced upon Bethsaida 
was fulfilled centuries later: 

“After our Lord pronounced judgment 
on the city of Bethsaida, because of 
their rejection of Him, He probably per- 
formed no more miracles in that city. 
He healed the blind man of Bethsaida 
after He took him out of the city (Mark 
8:22-26). The healing in this case was 
not as immediate as uSual, perhaps be- 
cause of the unbelief of the people of 
the city. 

“Centuries later the judgment pro- 
nounced upon the city of Bethsaida came 
to pass precisely as predicted. The city 
was destroyed. It ‘is possible that the 
earthquake that destroyed Capernaum 
about 400 A.D. also destroyed the city 
of Bethsaida. 

“Some three centuries later King 
Alvalid I, who reigned in Damascus, de- 
cided to build a winter palace on the 
shore.of the Sea of Galilee where the 
city of Bethsaida had once stood. For 
ten years he was occupied in building 
this magnificent palace. But again judg- 
ment fell. In 715 the king died and the 
building was never completed. Some 
of the mosaic flooring of the palace can 
still be seen, but archaeologists have 
covered it up with sand to preserve it 
from further destruction, 

“Again, in the twelfth century, the 
Arabs tried to build a village on the 
spot where the ancient city of Bethsaida 
had stood. But this attempt was also 
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unsuccessful, and desolation still reigns 
on the site of ancient Bethsaida.” 


Thus the judgment pronounced upon 
the city of Bethsaida, because of the 
people’s unbelief, has been fulfilled all 
through the long centuries. And today, 
nearly 2,000 years later, desolation still 
reigns over the ruins of the city! What 
a warning to us all to turn to the Lord 
with all our hearts, and so have His 
blessing instead of His judgment upon 
our lives day by day, and for all eter- 
nity! 

It is very remarkable that our Lord 
did not pronounce one word of judg- 
ment upon the Roman city of Tiberias. 
It is possible that quite a number of 
the people of Tiberias repented and be- 
lieved on the Lord. And what was the 
result? All through the long centuries 
Tiberias has been standing, and is still 
standing and flourishing until this very 
day. 

As we journeyed onward toward the 
Huleh district we came near to the sup- 
posed spot on the shore of the Sea of 
Galilee where our Lord appeared to 
seven of His disciples, after His resur- 
rection from the dead, and dined with 
them. A church called “The Church of 
the Loaves and Fishes” has been built 
upon this spot. It will be recalled that 
the disciples had toiled all night long 
and had caught nothing. The Lord said 
to them, “Cast the net on the right side 
of the ship, and ye shal] find.” And 
when they obeyed His word, they drew 
the net to the shore, and it was filled 
with one hundred and fifty-three great 
fish! And we were told that today, 
nearly twenty centuries later, that same 
area is about the best fishing place of 
the entire Sea of Galilee. 

As we were motoring over the excel- 
lent roads in the Huleh district, our 
Finnish missionary friend pointed to a 
small pond near the roadside. “Do you 
see those rather tall green stalks,” he 
asked, “with fern-shaped tops, growing 
up out of the water? That is the papy- 
rus plant from which they made their 
ancient papyrus paper. There are only 
a few beds of papyri in the world to- 
day.” He then got out of the car, and 
cut several of the green stalks and 
brought them to us. It was most inter- 
esting to see the plant which produced 
the strong parchment on which many of 
the Egyptian documents were inscribed, 
which have endured the ravages of time, 
and have lasted for thousands of years. 
The papyrus in Israel is used in the 
weaving of mats. 

As we traveled we caught a glimpse 
of Lake Huleh, and saw flourishing Jew- 
ish colonies. What a marvelous trans- 
formation has taken place in the Huleh 
area in the last eighteen years! When 
Mrs. Davis and I visited it in 1935 it was 
a waste, desolate, swampy area, inhab- 
ited by a few Arabs living in crude huts. 
We were appalled years ago at the living 
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conditions of those Arabs who eked out 
a miserable existence in that malaria- 
- infested area on the shore of Lake 
Huleh. A photographer friend who was 
with us in 1935 had taken a picture of 
those Arabs in their sun-baked mud 
huts. What a contrast between that 
scene and the well-planned Jewish 
colonies that dot the landscape today! 
The Jews bought the land; the swampy 
areas have been drained; and the long 
desolate district is beginning “to blos- 
som as the rose.” 

Following our delightful visit to the 
Huleh district, we motored back to Ti- 
berias in time for a delicious lunch with 
our missionary friends in the “caravan.” 
Then we, and the other members of the 
party, loaded our baggage on the inside 
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and the outside of the station wagon, 
and after earnest prayer for the Lord’s 
blessing upon the journey, we set off 
for the city of Jerusalem. 

We had a safe and pleasant ride of 
several hours. At first we had occasional 
showers, and had the privilege of see- 
ing a beautiful full-orbed rainbow, with 
part of it showing a double bow. Then 
later we saw a beautiful sunset. At 
various places along the way we gave 
out the Scripture booklets that were 
gladly received. At length the car began 
winding round and round the ascend- 
ing roads of the mountains surrounding 
Jerusalem, and finally, with songs of 
praise and thanksgiving, we entered “the 
city of the great King.” 

(To be continued) 


IV. Final Separation From Rome 


Father Chiniquy’s refusal to submit to the authority of Bishop Smith 


ATE one night in March, 1858, a vis- 

itor came to Father Chiniquy’s door 
asking hospitality. He was Mr. Dunn, 
Grand Vicar of Chicago, who had come 
from Bishop Smith of Dubuque, newly 
appointed administrator of Chicago. 
After recalling some of the facts that 
had led to Bishop O’Regan’s downfall, 
Mr. Dunn said: “I come here, not only 
to congratulate you on your victory, but 
also to thank you, in my name and in 
the name of the Church, for having 
saved our diocese from such a plague; 
for Bishop O’Regan was a real plague. 
A few more years of such administra- 
tion would have destroyed our holy re- 
ligion in Illinois. However, as you han- 
dled the poor bishop pretty roughly, it 
is reported at a distance) that you and 
your people are more Protestant than 
Catholic. We know better here, for, 
from the beginning, it was evident that 
the act of excommunication, posted at 
the door of your chapel by three priests 
too drunk to know what they were about, 
was a nullity, having never been signed 
by the bishop. . . , But, in many distant 
places that excommunication was ac- 
cepted as valid, and you are considered 
by many as a real schismatic. Bishop 
Smith has thought it advisable to ask 
you to give him a written and canonical 
act of submission, which he will publish 
to show the world that you are still a 
good Roman Catholic priest.” 

Father Chiniquy replied that he would 
be willing to do as requested, and in the 
name of his congregation of St. Anne, 
as well as in his own, wrote the fol- 
lowing statement: 

My lord Bishop Smith, Bishop of 

Dubuque and administrator of the dio- 
cese of Chicago: We want to live and 
die in the holy Catholic, Apostolic and 
Roman Church, out of which there is 
no salvation, and to prove this to your 
lordship we promise to obey the 
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authority of the Church, according to 

the Word and commandments of God, 

as we find them expressed in the Gos- 
pel of Christ.—C. Chiniquy. 

When he and Mr. Dunn presented this 
to Bishop Smith in Dubuque, two weeks 
later, he was received cordially and af- 
fectionately. The bishop, after reading 
the declaration, said: 

“How happy am I to see that submis- 
sion! How happy the pope and all the 
bishops will be to hear it, for I will not 
conceal it from you: we feared that both 
you and your people would separate 
from the Church by refusing to submit 
to her authority.” 

While they were eating dinner with 
the bishop and his priests, Bishop Smith 
said to Mr. Dunn, “You will accompany 
Mr. Chiniquy to St. Anne in order to an- 
nounce to the people, in my name, the 
restoration of peace.” Then, turning to 
Chiniquy, he said that one condition of 
that peace was his spending fifteen days 
in retreat and meditation in one of the 
religious houses. Mr. Chiniquy was glad 
to comply, but asked for a written as- 
surance of the bishop’s attitude to him. 

However, Father Chiniquy’s statement 
did not pass the censorship of Grand 
Vicar Mailloux, a priest sent to Chicago 
by the bishops of Canada to help O’Regan 
crush Chiniquy. When he had read it, 
he coldly said: 

“This is not an act of submission to 
the Church, but only to the authority 
of the Gospel, which is a very different 
thing. This document can be presented 
by a Protestant, but it cannot be offered 
by a Catholic priest to his bishop. I 
cannot understand how our bishop did 
not see that at once.” 

Grand Vicar Dunn pointed out in reply 
that “Father Chiniquy was, yesterday, 
accepted: as a regular priest of our holy 
Church by the administrator—this ought 
to satisfy you.” With that they left him 
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to his malicious planning, while they 
went on to St. Anne’s, where Mr. Dunn 
conveyed the bishop’s message of peace. 

While still in retreat, Mr. Chiniquy 
was recalled to Dubuque by Bishop 
Smith, at the instigation of Mr. Mail- 
loux. The bishop now repudiated his 
former acceptance of the act of submis- 
sion, insisting that a new act be offered 
containing no reference to the Bible. 

“Give me, at once, an act of submis- 
sion in which you will say simply that 
you and your people will submit your- 
selves to my authority, and promise to 
do anything I will bid you.” 

“I calmly answered,” says Mr. Chini- 
quy, ““‘What you ask me is not an act 
of submission, it is an act of adoration. 
I do absolutely refuse to give it.’” 

“Tf it be so, sir,) he answered, ‘you 
can no longer be a Roman Catholic 
priest.’ 

“I raised my hands to heaven, and 
cried with a loud voice, ‘May God Al- 
mighty be forever blessed!’ 

“I took my hat, and left to go to my 
hotel. When alone in my room I locked 
the door and fell on my knees to con- 
sider, in the presence of God, what I had 
just done. There, the awful, undeniable 
truth stared me in the face: my Church 
could not be the Church of Christ! That 
sad truth had not been revealed to me 
by any Protestant, nor by any other 
enemy of the Church. It was from her 
own lips I had got it! It had been told 
me by one of her most learned and de- 
voted bishops! My Church was the 
deadly, the irreconcilable enemy of the 
Word of God, as I had often suspected! 
I was not allowed to remain a single 
day longer in that Church without posi- 
tively giving up the Gospel of Christ” 

His brave renunciation was followed 
by a time of deep depression, when in 
the loneliness of his hotel room his sins 
seemed to be a vast mountain that would 
crush his life out. In utter darkness he 
cried to God for light, but seemingly 
in vain. Then, remembering that he had 
his New Testament with him, he opened 
it to the words, “Ye are bought with a 
price; be not ye the servants of men” 
(1 Cor. 7:23). The Holy Spirit used 
those simple words to make clear to 
him the sufficiency of the finished work 
of Christ on Calvary. “In that instant, 
all things which, as a Roman Catholic, 
I had tried to believe to be saved, all 
the mummeries by which the poor Ro- 
man Catholics are so cruelly deceived 
—the chaplets, indulgences, scapularies, 
auricular confession, invocation of the 
virgin, holy water, masses, purgatory, 
etc., given as a means of salvation— 
vanished from my mind, as a huge tower, 
when struck at the foundation, crumbles 
to the ground. Jesus alone remained 
in my mind as the Saviour of my soul.” 

When Mr. Chiniquy reached home, his 
people were excited over a telegram just 
received from Bishop Smith. It read: 
“Turn away your priest, for he has re- 
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fused to give me an unconditional act 
of submission.” They gathered in great 
numbers the next Sabbath morning, and, 
for two hours, their pastor explained 
fully the actions of their bishop, his own 
reasons for refusing to be any longer a 
slave of men, his experience after be- 
ing expelled from the priesthood, and 
his new peace and joy after receiving 
the free gift of salvation from the lov- 
ing hands of the Saviour Himself. 

He did not ask them to follow him, 
but he did urge them to accept Jesus 
Christ as the alone hope of salvation. 
When he saw by the expression on their 
faces, joy shining through tears, that 
they had made their decision, he said 
to them: “The gift of God has been 
offered to you, and you have accepted 
it. With me you will break the fetters 
of a captivity worse than that of Egypt 
to follow Christ, and take possession of 
the Promised Land. Let all those who 
think it is better to follow Jesus Christ 
than the Pope, better to follow the Word 
of God than the traditions of men; let 
those of you who want me to remain 
here and preach to you nothing but the 
Word of God, as we find it in the Gos- 
pel of Christ, tell it to me by rising up. 
Iam your man! Rise up!” 

The whole multitude of his fellow 
French-Canadians, more than a thou- 
sand, arose as one man, signifying their 
intention to stand with their pastor in 
throwing off the shackles of Rome. 

On August 3, 1858, Bishop Duggan of 
Illinois came with a retinue of priests 
to discredit Father Chiniquy before his 
parish and to win back the people who 
had followed their spiritual leader out 
of the Church of Rome. His arrogant 
and insulting words caused an uproar, 
and the enraged people were with great 
difficulty restrained from doing violence 
to the prelate in surplice and miter. Mr. 
Bechard, a young man loved and re- 
spected by the people, was called to the 
platform and soon restored order. Then 
Mr. Chiniquy, with gentle irony, pointed 
out to the crowd that, instead of being 
angry with Bishop Duggan, they ought 
to be glad that they were no longer his 
abject slaves, they ought to thank him 
and let him go in peace. 

“Yes, yes!” replied the parishioners, 
“but on condition that he shall never 
come again.” As a further warning, Mr. 
Bechard’s powerful voice led in an air- 
rending shout, “Hurrah for St. Anne, 
the grave of the tyranny of the bishops 
of Rome in America!” 

The frightened bishop and priests were 
given safe passage to their carriages, 
amid a profound silence, broken only 
by the muttering of a few women to the 
prelate as he hurried by, “Away with 
you! Henceforth we follow only Christ.” 
He was so crushed by the humiliation 
and ignominy of his brief stay in St. 
Anne that his mind was affected, and 
he ended his once-promising career in a 
lunatic asylum in St. Louis. 
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When Charles Chiniquy and his con- 
gregation left the Church of Rome, they 
called themselves Christian Catholics, 
but as he did not want to form a new 
sect he soon led nearly 2,000 converts 
into the Presbyterian Church of the 
United States of America. After his re- 
turn from a lecture tour in Scotland and 
England, he found his work divided and 
confused through the leadership of the 
two men whom he had trusted and left 
in charge of the more than six thou- 
sand converts from Rome. He appealed 
to his Christian friends in Canada, a 
committee investigated the causes of 
trouble, and established the integrity 
and innocence of Mr. Chiniquy. He and 
his people were officially received as 
members of the Presbyterian Church of 
Canada on June 11, 1863. Later, he was 
given the degree of Doctor of Divinity— 
an honor well deserved and a further 
vindication. 

His marriage was an evidence of his 
definite disapproval of the Romish doc- 
trine and practice of celibacy. One of 
his children, Rebecca, became the wife 
of the Rev. Joseph L. Morin, who helped 
guard Dr. Chiniquy when his former co- 
priests attempted to involve him in some 
situation which they could misrepresent 
as a proof of his return to the Roman 
fold. He was enabled to detect and 
avoid their carefully laid traps. 

His book, “Fifty Years in the Church 
of Rome.” closes with a chapter giving 
a brief summary of some of his experi- 
ences after his conversion. A much 
fuller account of his missionary labors 
in many lands, attended by the suffer- 
ing of persecutions rivaling those met 
by the Apostle Paul, is found in his book, 
“Forty Years in the Church of Christ.” 
A smaller book, “The Priest, the Woman, 
and the Confessional,” gives a strong ar- 
gument against auricular confession and 
celibacy, with startling examples of the 
evils resulting from these twin errors. 

(To be continued) 


w 
One Busy Family 


(Continued from second page) 


because of business, unrest, overactivity 
in our local church duties, we need that 
day of rest. Although as a family we 
have daily devotions, we use Sunday 
afternoon for our own personal study of 
the Word. We find that we need this 
for. our weekly contacts and work in the 
missions, with the elderly, and teaching 
Sunday schoo] classes. 

“T earnestly believe that if more folks 
would adhere ‘to the old-fashioned way 
of spending Sunday afternoons, we would 
not have delinquency, we would be bet- 
ter prepared to meet the week’s needs 
—and not have so much world con- 
fusion as we have today. 

“Here is what keeps us active every 
day of the week. My husband is vice- 
president of a large international busi- 
ness concern and from 9 to 5 each day 





October 24, 1953 





battles the problems of about 200 sales- 


men. Over TV and radio comes the un- 
rest of the world, and the recent drafting 
of our 20-year-old son does help the 
confusion of worldly things. Each eve- 
ning is taken up with his church activ- 
ities as a trustee, secretary of the men’s 
class, and a member of six committees. 

“I am chairman of the Senior Fellow- 
ship Center, which is a newly formed 
group to take care of the interests pf 
the over 50 age group; and teacher of 
the Home Department Class, so about 
35 letters are written each week to the 
invalid and bed-ridden members of the 
Bible school. I am also superintendent 
of the Beginners Department. 

“Our daughter is soprano soloist; ac- 
tive in all the Young People’s groups 
and teaches a large class of Primary chil- 
dren in Chinatown. She is also active 
in witnessing and singing at the various 
city missions. She is a graduate of Bob 
Jones University, and this June received 
her M.A. in Christian Education at New 
York University and is waiting upon 
the Lord now for further direction. 

“God has been good to give us a day 
of rest. And we consider church and 
Sunday school activities Sunday morn- 
ing are truly a part of our day of rest 
away from the problems of the week.” 


% 


Ferment in French Catholicism 
(Continued from second page) 

tice poverty and the greatest austerity. 
They wrote for a book, saying that they 
could not pay for it, as their work 
brought them in only enough for bread 
and coal. So they had to beg for it. 
They received with joy a New Testa- 
ment and tracts we sent them.” 

M. Jean Massin, the former Abbé of 
the Roman Catholic parish of St. Sev- 
erin, Paris, had written much before his 
exodus from Rome—“The Triumphal 
Cantata of the Christ King,” “Poems of 
the Compassion of Jesus Christ,” “The 
Living Jesus,” “The Faith of St. John,” 
and so on. I have run through much of 
his new work, “The Festival at the House 
of Levi.” One is pleased to note that 
it is dedicated to “Brigitte, my Wife.” 
So has he followed Luther’s example. 
This book is the work of an intellectual, 
sometimes a little subtle, but all in all 
a paean to the loveliness of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He certainly knows Scrip- 
ture, believes Scripture, and teaches it. 

(To be continued) 


" 
The 1954 Bible Lands Cruise 


HE annual Wheaton Bible Lands 

Cruise will sail from New York on 
February 25, 1954, on the 25,000-ton ex- 
press liner Vulcania. On the outgoing 
voyage stops will be made at significant 
places, including Lisbon, in Portugal, 
Casablanca, Gibraltar, Palma de Ma- 


(Continued on page 922) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





E Tersteegenruh Conference.—The 

name of Gerhard Tersteegen, saint 
and hymn writer, was given to the 
conferences which have been held each 
year for the past sixty years. Thirty- 
five hundred streamed thither this sum- 
mer from all parts of the Ruhr, Hesse, 
the Palatinate. For want of seats, men 
stood in the various halls for hours, lis- 
tening. The theme for consideration was 
Last Things, the Book of the Revelation. 
The speakers, men who will be heard of, 
were Dr. Otto Michel from Tuebingen 
University, Dr. Tegtmeyer of Bethel- 
Bielefeld, Daniel Schaefer, Hans Dan- 
nenbaum, and many more of their cali- 
ber. “There lay a holy stillness over 
the hall when one after another arose 
on the floor to lead the gathering in 


prayer.” Those who took part in the 
discussion after the addresses were 
chiefly laymen, the wage-worker-poet 


Fritz Woike, followed by a high coun- 
selor of the government, a student, a 
manufacturer, a laborer, a pensioner. 
They opened the Word and witnessed 
to deeper apprehensions of its teaching. 
Men were in the majority, and, of these, 
the majority were young men. 

“These conferences are a sign which 
the Church cannot overlook. Pietism, 
that spiritual movement in the Rhine- 
land which began with Tersteegen and 
received new life in the revival of the 
last century, is not dead as many think. 
Behind these conferences stands no or- 
ganization. They make clear that Chris- 
tians long for Biblical food. And they 
long for primitive Christian brotherli- 


ness. Revival Hymns were sung, too 
rarely heard nowadays. 
“Here the great lines were marked 


out, the second coming of Jesus Christ, 
the Millennium, the Judgment, the New 
Earth, in simple exposition of the New 
Testament, temperate yet gloriously spir- 
itual. As Luther once said, ‘Hans and 
Grete would have understood all.’ And 
it was overpowering when the whole 
assembly, at the close, sang the verse: 
“Wenn nach der Erde Leid, Arbeit und 
Pein, 
Ich in die goldenen Gassen zieh ein, 
Wird nur das Schau’n meines Heilands 
allein 
Grund meiner 
sein.” 
You recognize it! 
the Glory Song! 
Such conferences we used to have at 
Northfield! 


Freude und Anbetung 


The first verse of 


Following Up Witness With Instruc- 
tion—The World’s Missionary Radio 
Chain has held a conference at San 
Jose, Costa Rica, its headquarters, in 


which it was voted to sponsor distribu- 
tion of a free Bible correspondence 





course to radio listeners throughout 
Latin America. 

This is Mr. Don Hillis’ India Course 
adapted to South America. Mr. Hillis 
reports that 250,000 copies of the Gospel 
of John in Spanish and 10,000 complete 
courses are already off the press “in this 
new move to reach the twenty-one re- 
publics of Central and South America 
for Christ.” 

Meeting for their second biennial con- 
ference, delegates from seven mission 
boards were unanimous in their enthu- 
siasm for the progress already made by 
Network Director Remington. “We are 
thrilled at the prospects that face the 
Net,” says Arthur Zylstra of HCJB. Five 
stations co-operate in this combined tes- 
timony—in Bolivia, Ecuador, Costa Rica, 
Guatemala, and Panama, 


American Notes.—There is refreshing 
news of a new evangelist coming out 
of the Texas town of Corpus Christi. 
Mr. Howard Butt, Jr., is vice-president 
of a grocery chain, with fifty-eight stores 
across Texas, and with its own bakery, 
cannery, ice cream, coffee-roasting, and 
beverage plants. In Junior Corpus 
Christi College and Baylor University, 
he was active in evangelism on the 
campus, His business life has been paral- 
leled with lay preaching, he paying all 
his own expenses, many thousands 
yearly. Latterly, he has been holding 
meetings all over the South and South- 
west, and has won the appreciative com- 
mendation of William Graham, “A won- 
derful evangelist, doing a wonderful 
work. I hope that, if God sees fit to 
take me away, Howard Butt will carry 
on my work.” 

Conservative Baptist Missions have a 
little orphanage in Alaska, the name of 
which is Maranatha, “the Lord is at 
hand.” It is a Samaritan work for Es- 
kimo and Indian orphans and has re- 
ceived encouraging help from men of 
the Ladd Air Force Base near Fairbanks. 
They sent eight electricians, six carpen- 
ters, and two metal workers, who, in 
short order, put the Home in shape. 
And the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 
local newspaper, presented the orphan- 
age with $700 from its Christmas charity 
fund. 

The Latin America Mission in Bar- 
badoes brought thousands together in the 
island capital, Bridgetown, ten thousand 
in the final rally in Kensington Oval. 
This island has been English since its 
discovery in 1625. The evangelist was 
Phil Saint, who preaches with chalk as 
his father did in stained glass. 


After nine years of courageous service, 
Mrs. D. Leigh Colvin retires from the 
presidency of the W.C.T.U. Her out- 
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spoken testimony has brought down on 
her much hateful ridicule and misrepre- 
sentation from the distillers’ and brew- 
ers’ kept press. This but witnessed to 
the fear which this testimony inspired 
among them. To her, the eighty-year-old 
organization owes its revivification. Let 
us hope that this momentum may con- 
tinue in years to come and with ever 
increased power. 


Mr. Zodhiates of the American Com- 
mittee for Evangelization of the Greeks, 
Inc., the headquarters of which is at 156 
Fifth Ave., New York 10, tells of Cyprus, 


» the birthplace of Barnabas (“and of my- 


self’). At a place where tradition says 
that Paul received his forty stripes’ save 
one, he met an aged Greek Orthodox 
priest who had never seen a Bible. When 
he was given one he said, “This is the 
greatest day of my life.” 

“There are thousands like him,” says 
Mr. Zodhiates. “To give them Bibles is 
to strike at the roots. As a result of the 
salvation of one high-ranking priest 
there is a Bible class in every one of the 
seventy-five prisons of Greece.”, Bibles 
are needed for nine thousand priests. 

This society has opened a book store 
in a fine office building in Athens. There 
are scores of stores in Greece selling 
secular literature. Hundreds of God's 
children have been praying for a Chris- 
tian bookstore as a center for evange- 
lism. 


Varia.—Mrs. Carder says of the Canary 
Islands, Spanish territory, “Two halls 
were recently shut because tracts were 
being given out to those within the Gos- 
pel Hall. Such is the country in which 
we live.” 

A McQuilkin Memorial Hospital is to be 
built in the Egyptian Sudan to commem- 
orate the life work of Dr. McQuilkin of 
Columbia Bible College. It will be under 
the management of the Sudan Interior 
Mission. 

Dr. Paul Tournier, Swiss physician, 
uses the Bible in medical practice. A 
conference of like-minded physicians was 
held lately in Strasbourg. Dr, Giscard, 
one of the speakers, dwelt on the role 
of the Devil in ill health. He insisted 
on his personal reality. “This is a truth 
of the Christian faith of which the Bible 
speaks much, and which we should never 
forget. He is impalpable, but manifests 
himself in sickness, in neuroses, in infi- 
delity, in rebellion. 

“God seems at times to deliver us to 
the enemy. We are to make counter- 
offensive, have profounder recourse to 
Christ, learn the joy of hating him and 
combatting him in the fight of faith.” 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. NOVEMBER 8. STRONGER CHURCHES—BETTER COMMUNITIES 


Acts 2:41-47; 5:42; Philippians 1:27-30; 2:12-18; 1 Peter 2:4-10; Revelation 3: 7-22; printed text, 
Acts 2:41-47; Philippians 1:27-30; 1 Peter 2:4, 5, 9, 10 


Golden Text.—Let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ.—Phil. 1:27 


THE KinGc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word were 
baptized: and the same day there were added unto them 
about three thousand souls. 

42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders 
and signs were done by the apostles, 

44 And all that believed were together, and had all things 
common; 

45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them 
to all men, as every man had need. 

46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the 
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat 
their meat with gladness and: singleness of heart, 

47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. 
And the Lord added to the church daily such as should 
be saved. 


Phil. 1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh 
the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or 
else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand 
fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the 


28 And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which 
is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of 
Salvation, and that of God. 

29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not 
only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake: 

30 Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now 
hear to be in me. 


] Pet. 2:4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, dis- 
allowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, 

5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, 
an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable 
to God by Jesus Christ. . 


9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth 
the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light: 

10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the 
people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now 
have obtained mercy. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





































faith of the gospel; 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
HIS week’s lesson has been entitled 
“Stronger Churches—Better Com- 
munities.” Now we are under no 
delusion that we are going to bring in 
the millennium. God has His own 
method of doing that. Nevertheless it 
is true that strong churches—churches 
with a clear testimony given in the 
power of the Holy Spirit—do have an 
uplifting influence in their communities, 
even if they are being persecuted. 

It was so in Wesley’s day in England. 
Eighteenth century England was ripe for 
judgment, if moral conditions are any 
criterion, and attempts at reform were 
feeble and ineffective. But wherever 
the revival took hold, flagrant vices and 
abuses went into hiding as public con- 
science was stirred. More and more the 
Christian conscience influenced the na- 
tional conscience; and mighty social and 
moral reforms on a national scale became 
effective because they had popular sup- 
port. Mary Alice Tenney presents this 
forcibly in her thoroughly documented 
book, “Blueprint for a Christian World” 
(Light and Life Press, Winona Lake, 
Ind., $3). 

For thirteen years I lived in a com- 
munity where there were vigorous evan+ 
gelical churches, strengthened by the 
presence of a splendid Christian college. 
It was the testimony even of unsaved 
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people that they came-to live in Wheaton 
“because it is a good place to bring up 
children.” Not that there was no sin 
there—but the moral tone of the town 
was definitely superior. 

If our churches are not making an im- 
pact on the community, there is some- 
thing wrong. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 2:41.—“Then they that gladly re- 
ceived his word were baptized ... were 
added Their glad reception of 
the Word made them willing to submit to 
the ordinance which identified them as 
followers of Christ. The “adding” was 
done by the Lord, and to the church 
(v. 47). 

Verse 42.—“. . . the apostles’ doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, 
and in prayers.” This close adherence 
was spontaneous, not a matter of dis- 
cipline. These were the four building-up 
exercises of the apostolic church. The 
definite article attached to all four of 
them suggests church practices. 

Verse 43.—“And fear came upon every 
soul: and many wonders ... by the apos- 
tles.”. A church with the power of God 
resting on it is not ignored. It is some- 
thing to be reckoned with (cf. 5:13). 
The signs were a validation of the apos- 
tles’ message of a living Christ (2:33; 
3:16; 4:10). . 

Verse 44.—“And all that believed ... 
had all things common.” A perfectly 
spontaneous undertaking, expressive of 


the love of Christ which bound them to- 
gether as brethren. The practicability of 
a continuance of the arrangement soon 
appeared doubtful. 


Verse 45.—“‘And sold their possessions 
and goods _.. as every man had need.” 
This also was quite voluntary (5:4), per- 
haps as an expedient to meet a special 
need (see Topics for Development). 


Verse 46.—“Continuing daily . . . in 
the temple . breaking bread from 
house to house.” The Temple was still 
their place of assembly. They did not 
regard the Christian faith as a schism 
from Judaism, but as the perfecting of 
it. The “breaking bread” in this verse 
seems to refer to the common meal. 
Home life was ennobled by the faith of 
Christ. Instead of “from house to house,” 
read, “at home.” 


Verse 47.—“Praising God, and having 
favour ... the Lord added ... such as 
should be saved.” Enmity was as yet 
confined to the rulers. The popular atti- 
tude was one of sympathetic interest. For 
“such as should be saved” read, “such 
as were being saved.” God-made addi- 
tions are always saved people. Man- 
made additions are a mixed multitude. 


Phil. 1:27.—“Only let your conversation 
be as it becometh the gospel . . . stand 
fast in one spirit, with one mind striving 
together.” The first part might be trans- 
lated, “Conduct yourselves worthily of 
the gospel.” (The Greek verb here, 
politeuo, has given us such terms as pol- 
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Lesson for November 8 


ity politics, etc.) Instead of having ten 
opposing minds fighting for personal or 
sectarian viewpoints, we are called upon 
to rally with one mind around “the faith 
of the gospel.” 

Verse 28.—“And in nothing terrified 

. an evident token of perdition, but 
to you of salvation.” The fearlessness 
of the Christian in the face of persecu- 
tion is one of God’s ways of assuring 
him of salvation, and of spelling out the 
condemnation of the persecutor. 

Verse 29.—“It is given .. ., not only to 
believe on him, but also to suffer for his 
sake.” The apostle does not say that 
suffering is part of the price to be paid, 
but declares that it is a gift of divine 
grace! 

Verse 30.—“Having the same conflict 
; in me.” This verse explains the 
form of the verb in verse 29, which is 
“suffer along with.” In the light of this 
verse we could now translate it, “suffer 
along with me.” The Philippians had 
seen Paul’s trials in Philippi (Acts 16: 
19-24), and knew that he was now a pris- 
oner in Rome. Paul throws out the same 
challenge to Timothy (2 Tim. 2:3). 

1 Pet, 2:4—“A living stone, disallowed 

. but chosen of God, and precious.” 
The “stone” is, of course, Christ. (See 
vs. 6-8 and Psa. 118:22; Matt. 21:42-44; 
Acts 4:11; Eph. 2:20.) 

Verse 5.—‘“As lively stones ... a spir- 
itual house, an holy priesthood . , . spir- 
itual sacrifices.” For “lively,” read “liv- 
ing,” and insert “with a view to” before 
“an holy priesthood.” The house is for 
the exercise of a priesthood, only the 
stones and the priests are the same. No 
priestly caste here. For the “spiritual 
sacrifices” see Hebrews 13:15, 16; Ro- 
mans 12:1, 

Verse 9.—“A chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people . shew forth the praises of 
him who hath called you.” Every phrase 
calls for close study. The “generation” 
speaks of divine begetting. The priest- 
hood of the believer is, like Christ's, 
linked with kingship. “Peculiar” does 
not mean “queer,” but “his special pos- 
session.” So separated to Him, we are 
called to display His exceilencies in lives 
of true holiness. 

Verse 10.—‘Not a people ... now the 
people.” Quoted from Hosea 2:23, where 
it refers to the restoration of rejected 
Israel. In Romans 9:25, 26, Paul uses it 
regarding the calling of the Gentiles. 
Here it applies to the Church, gathered 
from all nation’, Jews and Gentiles. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

There is something amazingly spon- 
taneous about every true work of God. 
It comes without organization, without 
advertising—although not without prep- 
aration. The time for organization ar- 
rives, but here again it is introduced to 
meet specific situations, as the appoint- 
ment of the seven in Acts 6:1-6. 
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Last Week's Lesson 


5. November 1.—God’s Plan for the 
Home. Genesis 1:27, 28; Deuter- 
onomy 6:4-9; Proverbs 22:6; Mat- 
thew 19:3-9; Luke 10 :38-42; 
Fppesians 5:21 to 6:4; 2 Timothy 
1:5-7; 3:14-17 
‘ Next Week’s Lesson 


7. November 15.—Good Stewards of 

God's Gifts. Leviticus 25:18-22; 

Deuteronomy 8:11-18; Psalm 24:1; 

Malachi 3:7-10; Matthew 25:14-30; 

Luke 12:13-34; 21:1-4; 1 Cor- 
inthians 16:2 








Peter and the others did not plan a 
church or announce a campaign. Thrust 
out on the day of Pentecost, they sud- 
denly found themselves with a church 
of three thousand membefs on their 
hands. But the Holy Spirit did not leave 
them floundering. They had a meeting 
place—the Temple. They had a very 
simple church order—teaching, fellow- 
ship, the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, 
and the prayers. They found them- 
selves bound together in the love of 
Christ, so that every one felt responsi- 
bility for everyone else, not only spir- 
itually, but in material things. Their 
expression of that sense of oneness was 
community of goods, an expression which 
might succeed if all were in a state of 
perfect love, but which soon proved im- 
practicable among still imperfect saints. 

A church whose members are living 
in such fashion as becomes the Gospel 
(Phil. 1:27), showing forth the excel- 
lencies of Christ (1 Pet. 2:9), will not be 
ignored. It may be hated (Phil. 1:28), 
it may be feared (Acts 2:43), but it will 
not be ignored. The fact that the world 
pays so little attention to us today is 
an eloquent and sad commentary on our 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
N WHAT two ways is the word 
“church” used in the New Testament? 

2. In what Book of the New Testament 
is the doctrine of the Church expounded? 

3. What Book of the New Testament 
is written to the seven churches? 

4. To what spiritual exercises did the 
early church cling tenaciously? 

5. How did the people of Jerusalem 
generally react to the early believers? 

6. How were the financial needs of the 
church of Pentecost met? 

7. How did Paul regard suffering for 
Christ’s sake? 

8. Where did Peter learn to apply the 
figure of the rejected stone to Christ? 

9. What is the meaning of the word 
“peculiar” in 1 Peter 2:9? 

10. What is the most tragic attitude 
which the world can assume toward the 
church, and why? 


(Answers on page 920) 
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spiritual condition. But even when there 
is opposition, a display of the grace of 
Christ will always win favor among the 
common people (Acts 2:47). Neverthe- 
less, we must neither court favor nor 
fear antagonism, but only see to it that 
we please God, 

For the Church is not an earthly insti- 
tution, but a heavenly. See by what 
designations the Apostle Peter presents 
the true nature of the Church—“a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people.” Every one 
of these indicates a relationship with 
God, not with man. Indeed every one 
of these designations stresses the fact 
that we are set apart from other men, 
and brought into a new and special rela- 
tionship with God. Since grace has so 
elevated us and placed us in a position 
of such privilege, can we have any lower 
ambition than to “shew forth the praises 
of him who hath called [us] .. . out of 
darkness into his marvellous light”? 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The church in relation to its members 
(Acts 2: 41-47) 
2. The church in relation to the world 


(Phil, 1:27-30) 
3. The church in relation to God (1 Pet. 
2: 4-10) 


Tupics for Development 

Communism? The difference between 
the communal spirit of the early church 
and Marxian Communism is the differ- 
ence between Heaven and hell, light and 
darkness, God and the Devil. The early 
Christians acted from the love of God, 
while modern Communism is based, not 
simply on a denial of God, but on hatred 
of God. With those men who were the 
first fruits of Pentecost, the practice of 
having “all things common” sprang from 
a sense of their stewardship to God and 
of their responsibility for one another as 
brethren. There was no coercion, no 
dictatorship, no class hatred, no blood 
purges, no revolution, no brain washings, 
no foisting of the will of the few on the 
many, no plottings, no schemings, no re- 
jection of fundamental ethical principles, 
no grasping for power. The whole un- 
dertaking was beautifully spontaneous 
and voluntary, and presented a wonderful 
picture of Christian brotherhood, Should 
it have been continued as part of the 
order of the church? One doubts the 
practicability of it as the Chirstian com- 
munity grew. Nevertheless, the princi- 
ples which underlay the practice, and 
the motives that prompted it, are part 
of the essence of the Christian faith, and 
just in a measure as these have been 
forgotten, the church has failed. If the 
principle of stewardship had found ade- 
quate expression throughout the history 
of the church, the impact on society 
would have been such that Red Commu- 
nism ‘could never have lifted its ugly 
head. 


The Church, What does the word 
“church” conjure up in your mind? A 
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building where people meet to worship 
and hear preaching? That is exactly the 
meaning of our English word, as it comes 
to us from the Old English. But it is 
not the meaning of the Greek sword 
which we propose to translate as 
“church.” Of course the Greek word 
(ecclesia) existed long before it was 
used in a Christian sense, and meant an 
assembly of called-out men to consider 
civic affairs. The New Testament simply 
pours new and Christian content into the 
word. The Church is an assembly of 
called-out ones—called out from the 
world by God and for God, assembled 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. The 
word is so used in a local sense and ina 
universal sense. In the local sense it 
signifies the Christians of a community 
gathered together for worship, fellow- 
ship, and service. In the universal sense 
it signifies the whole multitude of the 
redeemed, the organism known as the 
body of Christ. In this sense the com- 
plete Church does not exist, except in 
the mind and purpose of God, until “our 
gathering together unto him” (2 Thess. 
2:1). Paul expounds this aspect of the 
Church in his Epistle to the Ephesians 
(1:22, 23; 2: 14-22; 3: 1-12; 4: 1-16; 5: 22-32). 
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Personal Applications 

What makes a church strong? Not 
numbers, not money, nor denomina- 
tional influence, not brilliant preaching, 
but praying and witnessing men and 
women. 

As we cannot be robust physically if 
we neglect food, air, and exercise, so we 
cannot be spiritually normal if we neg- 
lect the means of grace ‘Acts 2:42). 

The world’s fear or hatred is a sign of 
health; when the world simply ignores 
us, that is a sign of spiritual impotence. 

The Gospel, not modern standards, 
must dictate our behavior (Phil. 1:27). 

You are part of a spiritual house, a 
holy priesthood, a chosen generation, 
God’s own people (1 Pet. 2:5, 9). Do 
you act like it? 

Is your community better for the pres- 
ence of your church in it? Is your 
church better for your presence in it? 


Golden Text 


Phil. 1:27.—“Let your conversation be 
as it becometh the gospel of Christ.” 
The world judges the worth of the 


Gospel by its effect on the conduct of 
those who profess it. This means a qual- 
ity of life different from and superior 
to the best which human morality can 
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produce. It is futile to profess the Gos- 
pel before men whose righteousness is 
a match for our own. 
ELMuurRsT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HyMNS 
“The Church's One Foundation” 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 

“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Gracious 
Lord, we are here through Thy con- 
tinued mercies toward us. We praise 
Thee for health and food, for home and 
loved ones, for Thy Church, this school, 
and for the Gospel. Make us more con- 
sistent Christians. Forgive us where we 
fall short 6f the high teachings of Thy 





HONOR CHRIST 
BOTH 


and” IN YOUR wack 


WALK 
Book. Grant us help to bring our lives 
into line with Thy will. Make the Chris- 
tian people of our land a preserving salt 
amid corrupting evil, a light in the dark- 
ness. Use Thy Word today to draw many 
to Christ. Relieve and help the tried and 
troubled, the sick and afflicted. Give 
peace to our world, and may the knowl- 
edge of the Saviour become the posses- 
sion of all people everywhere. Use all 
who teach and preach Thy truth, giving 
the hearing ear to us who listen, and may 
Thy Son soon come into His glorious 
Kingdom, for His name’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Riding through 
England some years ago, a traveler on 
a train saw near the tracks an acre of 
lush green turf equal to the best to be 
seen anywhere in England’s green and 
pleasant land. On the turf was a large 
sign with the words, “Grown From 
So-and-so’s Seed.” It was a splendid ad- 
vertisement. The grass spoke for itself 
as to the quality of the seed used to 
produce it. Today’s Golden Text says, “Let 
your conversation be as it becometh the 
gospel of Christ” (Phil. 1:27). It may 
be put in more modern words, “Only 
let your manner of life be worthy of the 
Gospel.” Pau! longed that his Chris- 
tian friends might all live lives that could 
well be labeled, “Grown From Gospel 
Seed,” lives that would do credit to the 
Gospel and bring honor to the Saviour. 

Is yours the sort of life to which your 
Sunday school teacher could gladly point 
as grown from Gospel seed? Down in 
Roman Catholic South America there are 
firms that seek out evangelical Chris- 
tians for positions of trust, in preference 
to Roman Catholics, because they have 
found them to be more trustworthy. That 
is the sort of thing Paul means when he 
urges in Christians life and conduct 
worthy of the Gospel. 

That lovely English turf was the re- 
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stant and skillful cultivation. So with 
a Christ-honoring life. It begins with 
the seed of Gospel truth sown in the 
heart and taking root and growing. But 
we no more dare to leave our Christian 
life uncultivated after it is off to a start 
than we would leave a lawn untended. 
To be a Christ-honoring Christian you 
must.not only receive the Saviour and 
His Gospel into your heart, but by 
prayer, obedience, and by Christian wit- 
ness and service, cultivate real Christian 
growth. The more such lives any com- 
munity has, the better it will be. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“Then they that gladly received his 
word were baptized” (Acts 2:41).—The 
Apostle Peter had just preached the Gos- 
pel in the power of the Spirit of God. 
He plainly declared that the Jesus whom 
they had crucified had been made both 
Lord and Christ by God. They had been 
“pricked in their heart” by the message, 
and asked what they were to do. They 
had been informed, and those who “re- 
ceived his word were baptized.” 

This baptism not only signified their 
death with Christ, but was also that by 
which they were cut off from that un- 
toward, or perverse, generation (v. 40) 
upon whom judgment “had been pro- 
nounced because of their rejection of the 
Lord (Luke 19: 41-44). 

On the cattle ranches of the West, 
the unbranded calves that roam at large 
are known as mavericks. They are 
claimed by the man who is first to get 
his brand on them at the annual round- 
up. A little Western girl had been bap- 
tized one Sunday. Her schoolmates 
questioned her on Monday as to the 
meaning of the ceremony. “Well,” she 
said, “I will just tell you. I was a little 
maverick out on the prairie, and that 
man put the Jesus mark on me, so that 
when He sees me He will know that I 
am one of His children.” 

Rather a crude illustration, but it has 
the vital truth in it that the baptism of 
one who receives the Word marks him off 
from the common herd, so to speak, and 
places him among those who are re- 
sponsible to “walk in newness of life.” 

“And they continued stedfastly” (Acts 
2:42).—Continuance is a real test of sta- 
mina. In 1949, Ben Hogan was in a near- 
fatal auto accident in Texas, and num- 
bers of his closest friends thought he 
would never be able to play golf again. 
But he entered the 1950 National Open, 
even though his body and legs were 
bandaged, and he was under a physi- 
cian’s care. He won that memorable 
tournament. His triumph was consid- 
ered the greatest display of courage ever 
identified with any major sports event. 
It is said no athlete ever entered a con- 
test with as great a handicap. He not 








only had to conquer the best golfers in 
the world, but a painfully rebellious 
body as well. 

On July 21st, this year, Ben Hogan 
was given the wildest, blaringest recep- 
tion ever given by the blasé City of 
New York to a sports celebrity in twenty 
years; because he is the first golfer to 
hold at one time the U. S. and British 
Open championship and the Master’s 
title. 

When Hogan responded to cheers of 
5,000 gathered at City Hall, he said: 
“Only in America could such a thing 
happen to a little guy like me. Ever 
since I can remember, new things and 
better things have happened to me. I 
owe it all to the people who have been 
pulling for me—and to the good Lord.” 

Why cannot we, who are the Lord’s, 
continue indefatigably in the Word, “in 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and 
in prayers”? 

“And all that believed ; had all 
things common” (Acts 2:44).—It should 
be noticed that this action on the part 
of the believers was spontaneous. The 
Lord had not commanded that all be- 
lievers should have “all things common.” 
But being filled with the Spirit, and 
having genuine love one for another, 
and recalling the words of the Lord 
Jesus that Jerusalem was to be de- 
stroyed, they had all things common, 

This is aJtogether different from the 
Communism advocated today. Nothing 
was forcibly taken from a believer. No 
believer was asked to give up his prop- 
erty. As Peter said to Ananias, “Whiles 
it remained, was it not thine own? and 
after it was sold, was it not in thine own 
power?” 

A former commissar of public educa- 
tion in Russia, Lunacharsky, defined the 
Communist’s attitude to Christianity. 
“We hate Christians and Christianity. 
Even the best of them must be looked 
upon as our worst enemies. They preach 
love to one’s neighbors and mercy, which 
is contrary to our principles. Christian 
love is an obstacle to the development of 
the revolution. Dowfh with the love of 
our neighbors. What we want is hatred. 
We must learn to hate, and it is only 
then that we shall conquer the world.” 


“But ye are a chosen generation” (1 
Pet. 2:9).—Dr. G. Campbell Morgan says: 
“When Peter came to write his letter, 
he wrote words which to me are the most 
wonderfut in all the apostolic writings, 
as setting forth one phase of truth about 
the Church. ‘Ye are an elect race,’ that 
is the life principle; ‘a royal priesthood,’ 
that is our relation to God; ‘a holy 
nation,’ that is the social order. That is 
where we have failed. We are not what 
we ought to be within the Church. I 
have no hope whatever of any social 
propaganda outside the Church” (“The 
Acts of the Apostles,” Fleming H. Re- 
vell Co., Westwood, N. J., $3.75). 

“A chosen generation”—all who place 
personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
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have been “chosen . . . in him before 
the foundation of the world” (Eph. 1:4). 
“A royal priesthood.”—Verse 5 of the 
same chapter says we are “an holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” But 
as a royal priesthood, we are to “shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called 
[us] .. . out of darkness into his mar- 
vellous light.” “An holy nation.”—Israel 
was God’s holy nation of old, but they 
have been temporarily set aside because 
of their rejection of their Messiah; and 
believers in Him constitute His holy 
nation today. “A peculiar [or pur- 
chased] people”—bought with His pre- 
cious blood. 

What a marvelous foursome! A chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
purchased people! How do we measure 
up to it practically? 

Still on Thy holy Word 
Help us to feed, and grow, 
Still to go on to know the Lord, 
And practice what we know. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, that which excites most 

universal interest in the world to- 
day is power—mainly, physical power— 
pushing, pulling, lifting, and exploding 
power. Nations are vying with each 
other, laboratories working “around the 
clock” in the effort to produce the most 
power—power for planes to reach super- 
sonic speed. 

Over the radio this morning comes 
the announcement of a rocket ship pierc- 
ing the stratosphere at an altitude of 
more than thirty miles before the fuel 
was exhausted and even then sheer mo- 
mentum continued the flight upward 
more than a mile farther. The first 
automobiles (called horseless carriages) 
boasted four to six horsepower. 

The car I drive today has 135 horse- 
power; but a friend came by yesterday 
with a later model of the same make 
which has 165 horsepower. By the meas- 
urement of physics, that is equivalent toa 
lifting power of 272 foot tons (each suf- 
ficient to raise one ton one foot in one 
minute). 

Power in Diesel engines, power in 
great guns, power in mighty armies, and 
atomic power! Billions and billions of 
cost going into the increasing of physi- 
cal power. 

But, fellows, unfortunately the craze 
for that kind of power, like the craze 
for money, can, and does, shut out the 
vision of a far greater Power—the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Our lesson today 
shows what the Holy Spirit can do; it 
shows what the Holy Spirit did for those 
early Christians who formed the first 
Christian church. Fulfilling the promise 
of our Lord, just before He ascended 
into Heaven, that He would send the 
Holy Spirit to teach and guide the dis- 
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ciples, sure enough the Holy Spirit came 
upon them and filled them with His 
power. It was then that Peter preached 
his great sermon and three thousand 
were converted; and they were soundly 
converted. 

Just read the last seven verses of the 
second chapter of Acts and see what it 
means to be real Christians. Begin with 
the 4lst verse: “They ... gladly re- 
ceived” the Word, and were baptized. 
Verse 42: They did not lose interest, 
but “continued stedfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread [at the Communion table], and 
in prayers.” Verse 43: They had a holy 
awe and “fear” of God, and they had 
the privilege of seeing many signs and 
wonders, for miracles were performed 
before their eyes. Miracles just as won- 
derful can take place today when God’s 
servants are Spirit-filled. There is no 
greater miracle than the conversion of 
a soul and the transforming of a human 
life. Verse 44: “All that believed were 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C, Smith 
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together, and had all things common.” 

Verse 45: “And sold their possessions 
and goods, and parted them to all men, 
as every man had need.” They real- 
ized that what they had was not their 
own; but they were God’s stewards, 
holding in trust the goods of the world. 
Verse 46: They met together in the Tem- 
ple for worship; they certainly would 
not miss that, for there, in a very spe- 
cia] way, they could nourish their faith 
and increase their knowledge of the 
Word of God. They visited each other, 
they ate with each other, and with joy 
they talked to each other about their 
new-found faith. Verse 47: They spent 
much time in “praising God” and thank- 
ing Him for His great goodness to them. 
“And ¢he Lord added to the church daily 
such as should be saved.” When God's 
people are filled with the Holy Spirit, 
they win others to Christ, and the church 
grows in numbers and in spiritual power. 

Now, fellows, turn to Galatians 5:22, 
23, and see how Paul lists the “fruit 
of the Spirit.” “Love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance: against such 
there is no law.” 

Let me tell you a secret—a glorious 
fact: you can produce that fruit in your 
own life if you will ask the Holy Spirit 
to give you the power. He is ready to 
do that right now: you need only to ask 
Him sincerely. And, boy, all the physi- 
cal power in the world cannot give you 
the satisfaction and the peace that that 
will afford you. 

WEAVERVILLE, N, C, 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
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Who Is Watching You?—Let your con- 
versation be as it becometh the gospel 
of Christ (Phil. 1:27, Golden Text). One 
night, just before the late Captain Bickel 
was retiring to rest, he met at the deck- 
house door a ruffian who had been won- 
derfully converted on one of his voy- 
ages. Although a rough, untutored man, 
he had gone at once to others telling 
the story of his conversion and of Christ 
as he had received Him. Mf. Bickel 
was very tired, but he had a little talk 
with the man. He asked him if he 
would take a Bible to a certain man on 
the morrow. He shook his head, “No, 
no, captain, he does-not need that.” “But 
why not?” “It won’t do him any good.” 
“But why?” “Because it is too soon. 
That is your Bible, and, thank God, it 
is now mine; but it is not his Bible.” 
“What do you mean by that?” “Why, 
simply that he has another Bible; you 
are his Bible! He is watching you. As 
you fail, Christ fails. As you live, Christ 
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lives and is revealed to him.” Writing 
of this incident, Captain Bickel said: 
“Friends, I did not sleep that night. I 
knew it in a way, of course, but to say, 
‘As you live so Christ lives in that man’s 
soul, in that house, in that village, in 
four hundred villages! God help me! I 
had been called a thief, liar, foreign spy, 
traitor, devil, in public and private, and 
had not flinched, but to face this! ‘As 
you live, Christ lives in a hundred thou- 
sand lives. As you fail to live Christ, 
Christ is crucified again.’ What wonder 
that the message of the converted ruffian 
sank deeply into my heart! What won- 
der thatI slept not!”"—From “More Illus- 
trations and Quotable Poems,” by A. 
Bernard Webber. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans, 


Knee Work.—And they continued ., . 
in breaking of bread, and in prayers 
(Acts 2:42). J. O. Fraser of the China 
Inland Mission wrote to his mother: 
“Christians at home can do as much for 
foreign missions as those actually on the 
field. I believe it will be known only 
on the Last Day how much has been 
accomplished in missionary work by the 
prayers of earnest believers at home. 
Such work does not consist in curio ex- 
hibitions, lantern lectures, interesting 
reports, and so on. Good as they may 
be, these are only the fringe, not the 
root of the matter. Solid, lasting mis- 
sionary work is done on our knees.”— 
From “Behind the Ranges,” by Mrs. H. 
Taylor. Sent by W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


Dropped!—Continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple (Aets 2:46). To 
the nation which ‘has honored the Word 
and the house of God, blessing has come. 
Our fathers suffered to gain us freedom 
of worship. A later generation heedlessly 
passes by the open door of the church. 
Little Jane said, “Mother, you know 
that vase you said had been handed 
down from generation to generation?” 
“Yes, dear.” “Well, Mother, I’m sorry, 
but this generation has dropped it.”— 
From the Lookout. Sent by Mrs, M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


She Held On.—That ye stand fast in 
one spirit, with one mind striving to- 
gether for the faith of the gospel (Phil. 
1:27). Dr. J. Rion McKissick, president 
of the University of South Carolina, tells 
about a little church with only three 
members left at the close of the War 
Between the States. The three members 
were a white man, a white woman, and 
a Negro man. The white man suggested 
that they disband because they were 
so few in number. The woman wanted 
to go on with the work. She got the 
Negro man to vote with her and they 
did not disband. For weeks this faithful 
woman went to the church every Sun- 
day morning and sat on the steps and 
prayed for the Lord to send a preacher 
and to revive His work in the com- 
munity. One Sunday as she thus prayed, 
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she became conscious of the presence 
of someone near. When she raised her 
head, she saw’ a man standing in the 
churchyard in front of her. He asked 
what she was doing. He was told the 
purpose of her mission there and the 
prayer of her heart. “I am a preacher,” 
he told her. “If you say so, we will go 
in and have a service.” That was ex- 
actly what she had been praying for. 
The people in the community heard the 
voice in the direction of the church. They 
went and found the lone woman and the 
preacher, preaching toher. Others came. 
A revival was sent. All during these 
years that church has been a power in 
that community and has helped in mis- 
sion work to the ends of the earth.— 
From the Teacher. Sent by Mrs. S. J. 
Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


Peace Amid Terror.—And in nothing 
terrified by your adversaries: which is 
to them an evident token of perdition, 
but to you of salvation, and that of God 
(Phil. 1:28). From the Methodist Re- 
corder, London, England, comes a heart- 
warming story of the power of a song. 
“It was 2 a.m., in a hospital during the 
blitz, and the raid had been on for six 
hours. The ward was full of helpless 
patients, casualties from previous nights 
of destruction. In one bed lay a lad of 
sixteen years, his mind and body alike 
damaged by his ordeal. In another bed 
‘Taffy’ lay, a young Welshman, dying of 
injuries received two nights before. Sud- 
denly the noise rose to a crescendo as 
the dive bombers screamed overhead, 
and then came the bombs—very near, 
exploding with stunning force, shatter- 
ing windows and lights and turning the 
neat ward into a black nightmare of 
dust and flying glass. The lad screamed 
with fear—a sound dreadful in its utter 
abandon; uncontrollable horror swept 
through the whole ward as men, shocked 
to the limit of endurance, cursed and 
cried in terror. The nurse went to the 
lad, trying to comfort and quiet him, 
calling out words of reassurance as she 
crossed the ward. But her voice was 
drowned by the noise, and she could only 
wait, hoping that help would not be 
long delayed. Then the miracle hap- 
pened. Above the clamor rose the clear 
notes of a strong tenor voice, singing 
“Jesus, Lover of My Soul,” and, as verse 
followed verse, the cries died away, the 
curses were stilled, the fear was con- 
trolled, and a peace and calm, not of 
this world, enfolded the ward. The sing- 
ing ceased, lights were*brought, and I 
went over to thank Taffy, but it was too 
late. That had been his last song on 
earth."—From Oliver Wilson, in the 
Union Signal. Sent by M. Irene Jury, 
Glendale, Calif. 


He Counted the Cost.—For unto you it 
is given in the behalf of Christ, not only 
to believe on him, but also to suffer for 
his sake (Phil. 1:29). One remembers 
an earnest and effective layman in Ecua- 
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dor who felt called to God’s service in 
the ministry, but his wife would not 
hear of it. She threatened all manner 
of reprisal if he should leave his lucra- 
tive employment to become a servant of 
the Lord Jesus. One evening he came to 
me with a bundle under one arm and 
tears in his eyes. I turned to Mark 10, 
and read to him verses 29 and 30: “Verily 
I say unto you, There is no man that 
hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, 
or father, or mother, or wife, or chil- 
dren, or lands, for my sake, and the gos- 
pel’s, but he shall receive an hundred- 
fold now in this time, houses, and 
brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and 
children, and lands, with persecutions; and 
in the world to come eternal life.’’ After 
prayer and tears I inquired, “And what 
have you in the bundle?” “It contains 
my working clothes. I left my employ- 
ment today.” He had counted the cost, 
and had set himself to leave all, and to 
face whatever persecutions might come; 
only that he might be Jesus’ disciple. 
And do we wonder that he won his wife 
to full allegiance to the Master, and that 
together they have become pillars in the 
house of God?—From “The Disciplines 
of Life,” by Dr. V. Raymond Edman. 
Sent by Albert Mygait, Axtell, Kans. 


Why He Was Happy.—But ye are a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him 
who hath called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light (1 Pet. 2:9). 
A Christian cobbler in Germany, as he 
plied his humble craft, used to sit at 
the door of his little cottage singing out 
his joy and gratitude in praise and 
thanksgiving to his God. One day there 
passed along a Jewish gentleman, who 
had found no rest for his soul in his 
descent from Abraham, and no satisfac- 
tion to his soul in the empty ritual of 
the synagogue. As he passed the cob- 
bler’s door, he was attracted by the joy 
of the humble cobbler, and he said to 
him, “My friend, you seem exceedingly 
happy.” “Indeed,” said the cobbler, “I 
am, and good reason have I for being 
so, for you must understand I am a 
King’s son.” The gentleman whispered 
to himself, “Poor lunatic,” and passed on 
his way. A day or two after, he had 
occasion to pass the cottage again. “Good 
morning to your Royal Highness,” said 
the Jewish gentleman, with a rather 
scornful reference to his remark a few 
days before. “Good morning,” said the 
cobbler, “but pray do not pass on so 
quickly; please give me a moment's op- 
portunity to explain my meaning.” The 
gentleman halted, and the Christian told 
out, in his own happy and humble way, 
his good and sober reasons for calling 
himself a King’s son, with this result, 
that his Jewish friend became himself 
also the son of a King—From “1000 
Tales Worth Telling,” by Hy. Pickering. 
Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


THE CHURCH AT WoRK 
IN YOUR COMMUNITY 


HEN we talk about the Church in 

our community, what do we mean? 
(The Christian people here.) Right. I’m 
glad you know that the Church is not 
a building. The true Church of God 
is described in the end of Acts 20:28. It 
is composed of all those whom Christ has 
purchased with His own blood. Every- 
one who has received Him as Saviour 
has been purchased at this infinite cost 
Can each of you girls say, “I have been 
redeemed with the precious blood of 
Christ.” If you can, then in the sight 
of God, you belong to the Church, which 
is on earth to serve Him. 

The story is told of a young Negress 
who was put on the block in the days 
of slavery, to be sold to the highest 
bidder. An evil-looking man started to 
bid for her. An elderly Christian gen- 
tleman in the crowd felt compassion for 
the trembling girl, so he began to bid 


also. When the first man raised his bid, 
the Christian raised his also. The bid- 
ding went higher and higher. Finally, 


the slave became the property of the 
Christian man. When he went over to 
her, she looked fearfully at him. But 
he said, “You are free now. I bought 
you only that I might set you free.” At 
first she could not comprehend his kind- 
ness. But when at last she realized what 
he had done for her, she fell at his feet 
and said, “Oh, Massa, I love you. Let 
me serve you forever.” 

What would you have thought of the 
girl if she had said, “Your having paid 
the price means nothing to me. I would 
rather serve that evil-looking man’? She 
would have been crazy as well as basely 
ungrateful to do such a thing. But un- 
saved people are doing just that. Christ 
“died for all,” yet they say, by their 
actions at least: “Christ’s death means 
nothing to me. I prefer to serve the 
Devil.” Are you one of these? 

If you already belong to Christ, what 
is your attitude toward Him? What 
would you have thought of that slave 
if she had said, “Thank you,” to her re- 
deemer and then walked away, almost 
forgetting the incident? Yet some who 
profess to have been redeemed by the 
precious blood of Christ, pay little at- 
tention to His wishes. Are you like 
that? Or have you said, “Master, I love 
Thee. Let me serve Thee forever’? 
That is the normal response from every 
true believer. If you have never said 
that to the Lord, pray that you may 
have a deeper realization of what He has 
done for you, and of what your redemp- 
tion cost Him. The early Christians had 
greater appreciation of these things than 
most of usdotoday. Turn to Acts 2: 41-47. 
Since our lesson today is called “The 
Church at Work in Your Community,” 
we'll read these verses, watching to see 
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the influence of the early church on the 
community in its day. What kind of 
people were added to the church? (They 
that gladly received the Word.) Then, 
in those days there were practically no 
unsaved people in the church. An un- 
saved .person may join a local church, 
but he is still outside the true Church 
of God. He can never get into that with- 
out faith in Christ and in the Word of 
God. 

What things in verses 42 to 47 show the 
effect of the early church on the com- 
munity? (People were afraid of it be- 
cause of the signs and wonders that the 
apostles did.) A few years ago some 
Christians started a Sunday school] in a 
godless community. Several months 
went by. Some people, were saved, and 
God gave some remarkable answers to 
prayer. A woman living in the com- 
munity met the Sunday school superin- 
tendent on the street. She said, “Please 
don’t pray for me. I am afraid of your 
prayers.” The community should know 
that the local church is receiving an- 
swers to prayer. They should know 
that there is reality to our message, 

What else do you find here about the 
church and the community? (They gave 
to the poor.) Right. And still today 
Christian people should be known by 
their good deeds and willingness to help 
everyone. We are to be “ready to every 
good work.” 

Anything else? (They had favor with 
all the people.) How important that is! 
Many times today we find unsaved peo- 
ple looking down on the local church. 
Where this is persecution for Christ's 
sake, we should rejoice, but sometimes 
it is partly our fault. Is our attitude 
kindly or critical toward those who do 
not love the Lord? It is a mistake to 
try to win the world by being like them, 
but it is also a mistake to think we can 
win them by being unfriendly and fault- 
finding. 

Turn to Philippians 1:27-30. Here are 
four things to remember: Our conver- 
sation or manner of life is to be a credit 
to the Gospel. We are to present a united 
front to the world as we strive together 
with one spirit and one mind. We are 
to be unafraid and willing to suffer for 
Christ, if need be. To what extent do 
we measure up to this? 

Now read 1 Peter 2:4-10. Here we are 
told that we should “shew forth the 
praises of him who hath called us out of 


darkness into his marvellous light.” 
Don’t you love that phrase? Our whole 
lives, individually and_ collectively, 


should bring honor to our Lord. People 
should constantly say of us, “If such the 
servant, what must the Master be?” Do 
they? Do they want to know Christ be- 
cause of the witness of our lips and our 
lives? If not, there is something wrong, 
and we should go to our Lord and get it 
straightened out at once. First of all, Do 
we truly belong to His Church? That 


is, have we received Christ into our 
If we are not sure, 


hearts? then let 
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us say to Him today, “Lord Jesus, if I 
never really received Thee before, I will ° 
now.” If we know that we are saved, 
but our influence on the community does 
not bring people to Christ or bring praise 
to His name, then let us get before Him 
and find out what is wrong. He is the 
Great Physician, and if we go to Him to 
be set right, He will never fail us. Let 
us pray for ourselves and for one an- 
other that we may all be right with God, 
and then work together for Him in this 
community. If we do this, we shall see 
wonderful things happen here. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Learning and Doing in My Church 
(Acts 2:44-47) 

AMES 1:22! It is so important to be 

“doers” of what we learn here in 
Sunday school and not just “hearers,” 
that I am going to ask each one of you 
to tell us what you did during the week 
about making a better home. If your 
home had no “visit with Jesus,” did 
you start one? Did you pay attention, 
remembering the Lord was there? Did 
you love the Lord more? How? Did 
you make home better some other way? 
Find what the Bible says about the Lord 
and those in Mary and Martha's home 
(John 11:5). 

Today we are going to think about our 
church and Sunday school, (Add pic- 
ture of church to the poster.) We are 
going to watch the first Christians in 
Jerusalem long ago. The Lord had been 
gone back to Heaven several weeks, 
so they could not visit with Him in per- 
son any longer. In that way they are 
like us. Can you find Acts 2 in your 
Bibles? What do you see the new Chris- 
tians doing, in verse 41? How many? Do 
we see this in our church now? Those 
who believe in the Lord for the forgive- 
ness of their sins do the same now. 
How many were there the last baptism 
in our church? What about you? In 
the next verse we see the Christians go- 
ing to Sunday school every time—lI sus- 
pect every day then. Who were the 
teachers? We see them also together for 
suppers and for prayer meeting, prob- 
ably every day. What about our church? 
What about you? 

Here are some things and pictures to 
help you understand our lesson verses 
(44-47). After reading each verse, see 
if you can find something we do now 
that is like what the early Christians 
did. (Lay on the table a Sunday school 
songbook and supplies used by the class, 
such as crayons, scissors, or pencils; a 
basket with a few vegetables and cans 
of food to suggest a Thanksgiving bas- 
ket, or use a picture of a filled basket; 
picture of people in church, or a family 
at devotions, children at play together. 
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After reading verse 44, explain that now 
we do this only in church and Sunday 
school, but in those days they were so 
generous and loving that they did it with 
all their things. Let the children men- 
tion the objects we own in common as 
we meet together at church. One teacher 
says she plans not to have enough scis- 
sors or crayons to go around for all 
the children, so they will learn to share. 
Verse 45 makes good application for 
Thanksgiving or Christmas plans: giv- 
ing money, food, or toys. In connection 
with verse 46, mention that in Jerusalem 
they had devotions in the Temple every 
day, morning and evening. Now we meet 
in the large groups at church only on 
Sundays, and in smaller groups at home 
weekdays. Grownups in those days vis- 
ited at mealtimes. When do you children 
visit together most? Are your playtimes 
like their visit times, happy and smooth, 
without quarreling? Do you sing happy 
songs about God at playtime? Do peo- 
ple like the way you behave at church? 
school? home? play? Have you brought 
anyone new to church?) 

“Serve the Lord with gladness” (Psa. 
100:2, Memory Verse). I expect those 
first Christians often heard Psalm 100 in 
the Temple, and sang it themselves. Can 
we repeat all of it from memory? How 
are we going to serve the Lord today? 
right here in church? during the week? 
If you haven’t brought anyone else to 
church, it may be because your life isn’t 
happy and sweet and _ well-behaved 
enough to make other boys and girls 
know you have something good. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


G= has a plan for everything. Last 
week, you will remember, we 
learned that God has a plan for Chris- 
tian homes. How many of you, by the 
way, asked Daddy and Mother to have 


family Bible reading and prayers in obe- * 


dience to God’s plan? 

It was God’s plan that after the Lord 
Jesus had lived and died and rose again 
and then went to Heaven, He would 
make something new. The new thing 
was the Church. We think of churches 
as something very old. And they are. 
But when the Lord Jesus lived, there 
was no such thing as a church. There 
were synagogues—places where the Jew- 
ish people went to worship God. But 
most Jewish people, you know, did not 
believe or receive the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And there were no meeting places for 
the believers. 

The day that the church began was 
indeed an exciting day. Not long after 
the Lord Jesus had returned to Heaven, 
His followers were together for a spe- 
cial holyday (Pentecost). It was a day 
in which they remembered what the 
Lord God had done for them (Lev. 23: 
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15, 16; Deut. 16:9-12). After Peter 


preached a wonderful sermon, God per- 
formed a miracle. He sent a “mighty Mh mM « have friends 
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to talk in many different languages. You 
can well imagine how excited and sur- 
prised the believers and the onlookers 
were! 

What was the reason for all of this? 
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Many people—-especially the Jewish peo- 
ple—had to have signs. They would 
not believe what they could not See. 
That, then, was why God sent the signs 
of the wind and fire and speaking in 
foreign languages. This was the proof 
that He had sent His own Spirit. 
And—just as God planned—many hun- 
dreds of people (3,000) that day believed 
that the Lord Jesus was the Son of God. ; 
They repented of their sins, were for- 
given (Acts 2:38), received eternal life, No. 992 
and were baptized. Then they became 
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members of the very first church. Now 
there were all of these additional peo- 
ple who were able to do as the Lord ; 
Jesus had commanded before returning Birthday Cards Convalescent Card 
to Heaven: “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature” Number Age-Group Number Age-Group 
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to others that all of the early believers 
belonged to the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
that by belonging to Him, their lives 
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ings, to see them love one another, to 
see them wanting to come together to 
worship God was something the unbe- No. 983 
lievers were not used to, The early be- oP seam 
lievers were, in every sense of the word, 
new creatures (2 Cor. 5:17). Little 
wonder it is, then, that the Bible records 
that “fear came upon every soul” (Acts 
2: 43). 

Aren’t you glad that God has planned 
the Christian life to be a happy life? 
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There are many religions in the world 
that cause their followers to be unhappy 
all the time. Many thousands of peo- 
ple severely punish themselves (the 
“holy men” of India, who lie on spiked 
beds, for example) in order to please 
false gods. But the true and living God, 
the one in whom we believe when we 
receive His Son, loves to make His chil- 
dren happy. He forgives our sins (Psas. 
1; 103:1-5) and gives us everlasting life 
in Heaven. No wonder we Christians 
are happy! No wonder we want to tell 
others about it so they, too, can enjoy 
this happy life. 

LANCASTER, Pa. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 913) 


1. (1) Of the local group of believers; 
(2) of the whole body of believers. 

2. The Epistle to the Ephesians. 

3. Revelation (1:4, 11), 

4. The apostles’ teaching, the fellow- 
ship, the Communion service, and the 
prayers (Acts 2:42). 

5. Fear (2:43) and favor (2:47). 

6. By a pooling of resources (2:44, 45). 

7. As a gift of grace (Phil. 1:29). 


8. From Psalm 118:22 and our Lord’s 
of that verse in Matthew 21: 42-44. 

9. “Specially His own.” 

10. Neglect—for that is evidence that 
the church has lost its power both to 
disturb and to help. 

ELMuHuRST, ILL. 


Children at Home 


Peggy and Joe 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
(Retold from “A Bad Habit,” by Juliana Horatia 
Ewing; now out of print 

EGGY and Joe Randolph were stay- 

ing with Grandmother Randolph. 
Their father had died when they were 
too little to remember him, but their 
grandmother had told them so many fine 
things about him, that they both ad- 
mired him greatly. 

As Grandmother loved Peggy and Joe 
very much, she tried to make them 
happy at her house. She had enough 
money so that she could buy them nice 
things. Best of all she loved the Lord 
Jesus, and tried to help them to follow 
Him, for Peggy and Joe had both come 
to Jesus and had their forgiven 
when they were little. But their mother 
was so busy, she did not have time to 
talk to them much. 

Just now Peggy was working indus- 
triously on a new doll dress. Her grand- 
mother was knitting. She asked Peggy, 
“Where is Joseph?” 

“He went to the store to buy some rib- 
bon to finish this doll dress,” said Peggy. 

“Then I want to talk to you for a 
minute,” said Grandmother. “I was 
sorry to hear you tell Joseph this morn- 
ing that he was a careless boy.” 

“That was because he knocked down 
one of my doll dishes and broke it,” 
said Peggy quickly. 

“I know it, dear,” said Grandmother, 
“but he said he was sorry, and telling 
him he was careless wouldn’t make him 
feel better. The Bible says, ‘Be courteous,’ 
and that means to consider other peo- 
ple’s feelings.” 

“I did not know that was in the Bible,” 


sins 


said Peggy. 
Just then Joseph came in. “Have you 
brought the ribbon?” asked Peggy 


eagerly, holding up her doll dress. 


-ribbon. 
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“No, I didn’t get it,” said Joe, “because 
I forgot how wide you said you wanted 
a 

“You stupid boy!” exclaimed Peggy. 
Then she stopped. She was afraid 
Grandmother would say, “Be courteous,” 
but she did not. 

Peggy went to the store herself for the 
When she came back, Joe was 
playing with his trains. “Come and play 
house with me,” said Peggy. 

“Not now,” said Joe, “I’m playing 
something else.” 

“You are so provoking,” said Peggy. 
“Lots of times ‘you want to play with 
me when I have someone else to play 
with, and then when I want you, you 
don’t want to come.” 

Peggy went to Grandmother, “Joe is 
so tiresome,” she said. “He hardly ever 
wants to play the same as I do.” 

“Boys do not always like to play the 
same as girls,” said Grandmother. “Think 
of Joe’s feelings as well as of your own. 
That is part of being courteous.” 

“I wish I had Maude to play with,” 
said Peggy. “She is my best friend.” 

“T'll invite her here to spend a week 
with you, dear,” said Grandmother, “if 
you can give me her address.” 

“You are the best grandmother in the 
world,” said Peggy joyfully, as she flew 
out of the room for the address. She 
could hardly wait till Maude arrived. 
Maude was an only child and always had 
lots of lovely things to play with. This 
time Peggy had some nice things to 
show Maude that Grandmother had 
given her, 

When Maude came, Peggy rushed to 
meet her. “I’m so glad you've come!” 
she exclaimed. 

“What a tiresome long ride 
get here,” said Maude. 

Peggy felt a little disappointed, but she 
said, “Come and take off your things 
and see the beautiful room Grandmother 
has fixed for me.” 

Maude followed her upstairs to a large, 
pretty room all fixed in yellow and 
white. “I think yellow is a queer color 
for a bedroom,” said Maude. 

“T like it,’ said Peggy. “It always 
makes me feel that the sun is shining.” 
But again she felt disappointed in her 
friend. 

“I must show you the beautiful doll- 
house Grandmother has given me,” she 
said. Both girls bent over the roomy 
dollhouse. It was big enough to hold 
all of Peggy’s dolls, and she kept it in 
perfect order. She had been sure that 
Maude would exclaim over the real elec- 
tric lights and the dainty furniture. 

But all Maude said was, “Why didn’t 
your grandmother get you a playhouse 
instead, one big enough for you and me 
to play in? That would have been far 
more fun.” 

Peggy was not pleased, but she remem- 
bered that just before Maude had ar- 
rived, Grandmother had said to her, 
“Remember that Maude is to be your 
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guest. Be sure to be courteous, “Try to 
think of how she is feeling.” 

“I guess Maude must be tired from the 
trip,” thought Peggy. “Maybe she'll be 
nicer tomorrow.” So she began asking 
her about her kitten, her dog, and their 
school friends. Supper and visiting made 
the evening pass fairly well. 

The next day Peggy said to Maude, 
“What would you like to do first?” 

“We may as well play with your doll- 
house,” said Maude. 

“Fine,” said Peggy, and they went up- 
stairs. The first thing Maude wanted to 
do was rearrange all the furniture, and 
change al] the dolls’ dresses. Peggy 
did not think it was fair for Maude to 
arrange everything to suit herself, so she 
finally said, “When I go to your house, 
you arrange things to suit yourself. This 
is my dollhouse, and I want to arrange 
things the way I like them.” 

Maude jumped to her feet. “If you 
don’t like the way I play, I won't play 
at all,” she said. Her jump knocked 
one of the dolls over and broke its nose. 

Peggy gave her a push. “Just see what 
you've done,” she said in distress, for 
Peggy was very careful with her dolls. 

“It just fell over itself,” said Maude 
angrily. And she slapped Peggy. 

Just then they saw Grandmother 
Standing in the doorway. 

“Peggy,” she said, “I have asked your 
friend here for a week, and while she’s 
here, she’s your guest, and I expect you 
to be courteous.” 

Then Peggy remembered that she be- 
longed to the Lord Jesus, and she really 
did want to please Him. So she stop- 
ped trying to have a good time herself 
and spent the rest of the week enter- 
taining Maude, the best she could. They 
went to the places Maude wanted to go; 
they played the games that Maude 
wanted to play in the way that she 
wanted them played, 

When at last Maude had gone home, 
Peggy said to Grandmother, “I under- 
stand now why the Bible says, ‘Be 
courteous.’ I don’t want to be the kind 
of person who thinks only of herself. 
It is so nice to be alone with Joe again. 
He’s really a kind boy. Lots of times 
he plays the way I want, and I’m going 
to play the way he wants more often.” 

“I’m glad to hear that,” said Grand- 


mother, “and I do think you treated your ° 


guest very courteously most of the week. 
You'll find it easier to be courteous to 
your brother, for he has a nice disposi- 
tion.” 

“Yes, he has,” agreed Peggy, “and I 
know that he really wants to please the 
Lord Jesus, too.” 

“Peggy,” said Grandmother, “you are 
very like your father, and he was truly 
a courteous Christian gentleman.” 

Peggy felt yery happy, for she did 
love to have Grandmother think she was 
like her father. She decided to pray 
every day that she might remember the 
little text, “Be courteous.” 
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The Young People’s 
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Sunday, November 8 


1. The Life of the Church Around the 
World (1 Thess. 5:5-11; Acts 10:30-44) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


GAME that has often been used by 
the writer in teaching Scouts both 
knot tying and teamwork illustrates a 
very important principle that should be 
uppermost in our thoughts as we con- 
sider this week’s topic. Each patrol] con- 
siders itself as a rescue team, engaged 
in saving one of its members who has 
fallen through the ice. The “victim” 
runs to the opposite end of the room 
from where the rest of his patrol stands 
in line. He lies flat on the floor with 
his head toward his patrol, his arms over 
his head and his hands grasping a short 
length of rope. The other members of 
his patrol run forward, one at a time, 
each carrying another short length of 
rope. The first ties his rope with a 
square knot to the rope held by the “vic- 
tim.” The second man ties his rope by 
square knot to that of No. 1, and so on 
until all the ropes are tied together. 
Then, rushing to the last rope, the patrol 
pulls on the line until the “victim” is 
dragged to safety. If a single knot in 
the line is a granny knot instead of a 
square knot the line will part and the 
“victim” will be “lost.” 
3 
Just so, the lifeline of Christian testi- 
mony and effort around the world must 
be strong and true and must hold to- 
gether at every link. If one link is 
faulty, the line will part and the effort 
become of no effect. Individual church 
members at home must be true and con- 
Sistent believers, or there will be no 
effectual prayer support or consecrated 
giving, either of substance, or time, or 
of personal lives dedicated to getting 
the Gospel out to the uttermost parts 
of the earth. If pastors and ministers 
are not faithful in preaching the pure 
Word of God and instructing their peo- 
ple in the great principles of the Chris- 
tian faith and in the great issues that 
their people must face in this day of 
foggy and confused thinking, then not 
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only will there be a lack of knowledge 
on the part of their people, but any 
effort that is made may be misdirected 
or ineffective. If individuals in the de- 
nominational or central mission board or 
agency through which the home efforts 
are channeled is uncertain or openly un- 
believing in the great fundamental truths 
of the faith, then there is a great pos- 
sibility, or even certainty, that men and 
women will be sent out to the uttermost 
parts with no Gospel to preach and with 
a Christ to offer as the “hope of the 
world” who is not the Christ of the New 
Testament, and the prayers and giving 
of the folks at home will be made of no 
effect. And if those who go out do not 
preach the Gospel of salvation from sin 
through faith in a living Saviour who is 
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the Son of God, men and women will 
not be brought into a living faith and 
newness of life. 

Be 


We have a responsibility, therefore, as 
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
see to it that the lifeline that we fling 
out to a lost world does not part at any 
link, lest those at the other end of the 
line slip down into Christless graves and 
a hopeless eternity of separation from 
God. We owe it to our Christian faith, 
to the cause of Christ, and most of all 
to the Saviour who died that men might 
have life, to see to it that every effort 
we make, as individuals and as a Chris- 
tian group, reaches the “perishing” with 
a message true and clear of a Saviour 
who can “save to the uttermost all them 
that come unto God by him” (Heb, 7:25). 
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Paul likens the true Church to a liv- 
ing body, “fitly joined®together and com- 
pacted by that which every joint sup- 
plieth, according to the effectual work- 
ing in the measure of every part” (Eph. 
4:16). It is the body of which the Lord 
Jesus Christ of the Scriptures, the unique 
and the divine Son of the living God, is 
the Head (Eph. 4:15), to whom the body 
is inseparably joined and from whom it 
receives all its direction and supply. 
Paul warns of being spoiled “through 
philosophy and vain deceit, after the tra- 
dition of men, after the rudiments of 
the world, and not after Christ. For in 
him dwelleth all the fullness of the God- 
head bodily. And ye are complete in 
him, which is the head of all principal- 
ity and power” (Col. 2:8-10). He warns 
also of “not holding fast the Head, from 
which all the body by joints and bands 
having nourishment ministered, and knit 
together, increaseth with the increase of 
God” (Col. 2:19). 

As we examine, therefore, with the 
help of our pastors and our denomina- 
tional literature, the work of our par- 
ticular denominations around the world, 
let us look for evidence of transformed 
lives and deliverance from bondage and 
from sin. Improved economic conditions, 
better education, great hospitals, and the 
like, are commendable by-products of 
Christianity around the world. But 
without a clear dominant note of saving 
faith in Christ they are dead works, and 
miss the great objective of the true 
Church of Christ. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The 1954 Bible Lands Cruise 
(Continued from page 910) 


jorca in the Balearic Islands, Barcelona, 
Cannes, Genoa, and Palermo on the 
Island of Sicily. e 

The Cruise, which is always made up 
of Christians of all ages, will last more 
than six weeks, with over three weeks 
in the various Bible Lands. The group 
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will visit the significant places in the 
Bible lands and will have ten days in 
the Jerusalem area. One of the many 
high lights of this part of the trip will 
be a visit to the home of Dr. and Mrs. 
Thomas A. Lambie and their mission, 
clinic, and hospital work among the 
physically and spiritually needy people 
of Palestine. 

For a descriptive bulletin concerning 
the trip, write to Dr, Joseph P. Free, 
Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton Col- 
lege, Dept. T-9, Wheaton, II]. 
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Winter Conferences at 
America's Keswick 


HE month-end conferences at Amer- 
ica’s Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J., 
will begin next week. The October and 
November conferences are as follows: 
October 30 to November 1—The Rev. 
Eric Barnett, Africa Inland Mission; 
Harry J, Jaeger, Executive Vice-Presi- 
dent and Secretary of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 
November 27-29—The Rev. Francis Kins- 
ler, missionary to Korea; the Rev. J. 
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Dwight Pentecost, teacher at the Phila- 

delphia Bible Institute. 

Further information may be obtained 
from the Victorious Life Testimony, 711 
Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 
(telephone, Rittenhouse 6-9617). Regis- 
trations should be made by writing to 
Dr. Addison C. Raws, Conference Di- 
rector, Keswick Grove, N. J. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 2 to 8 


Mon.—Acts 19:8-12, 
Christianity in Community Life. 
PRAYER SuccesTIoNns: “All they which 
dwelt in Asia heard the word of the 
Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.” Let 
us never narrow down the great, good, 
and broad program of Christianity. It 
embraces the whole world, and every 
creature. It takes in both Jews and Gen- 
tiles. We are as much in need of this 
expansive evangelistic program now as 
ever. When planning an evangelistic 
crusade keep the great commission of 
Christ in mind. And note the duration 
of the Ephesian ministry of the Apostle 
Paul (v. 10). Pray for Latin, America 
Mission, Inc., Ridgefield Park, N, J. 


Tues.—Luke 19;1-10. 
Taking Christ Into Business. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “This day is £al- 
vation come to this “house.” If Christ 
dwells in our hearts by faith then we 
can take Him into al] our relationships 
in life. A man like Zacchaeus, right 
with the Lord, can do great things for 
Him among his business acquaintances. 
Salvation in any house means great 
blessing in the community. A good tree 
will always bring forth good fruit if 
planted by the river that flows from 
the Heavenly City. Pray for the Chris- 
tian Business Men’s Committees, inter- 
national and local. 


Wed.—Nehemiah 8:1-8. A Street Meeting. 


PraYEeR SuccestTions: “All the people 
gathered themselves together as one man 
into the street that was before the water 
gate.” The Bible mentions numerous 
open-air meetings. In fact, Christ did 
more preaching in the open air than in 
Synagogues and Temple. Most of John 
the Baptist’s ministry was in the wilder- 
ness. The Great Awakening under 
Whitefield and Wesley began in open-air 
meetings. «The more the present-day 
church. keeps indoors, the more wicked- 
ness will thrive among the common peo- 
ple. The church. today needs “open-air 
treatment.” Pray for the Kansas City 
Bible College, Kansas City, Mo. 
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loved Bible teacher, Dr. H. A. Ironside. Dr. Ironside is well known to 
Sunday School Times readers for his wonderful sermons and Sunday school 
lesson articles. He was for 18 years the pastor of Moody Church, Chicago. 
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giant among men; simple and direct; warm and delightful in the retelling of 
his personal experiences. 
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clearer understanding than you have ever had before. Dr. Ironside does 
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opened to many wonderful truths of the Bible which you have never seen 
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e@ daily counselor and guide in your home. 
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Tidings Bible and Book Store Dept. T2 
Wilson, North Carolina 


Get free copy of 
life of Dr..lronside! 

As a special free gift, 
you will receive, abso- 
lutely free, without any 
cost or obligation to you, 
a copy of the huge, 365- 
page life of Dr. Ironside, 
“Ordained of the Lord,” 
by E. Schuyler English. 


Yes, I want to receive a volume of Dr. Iron- 
side’s exposition of the New Testament each 
month. I understand I will receive absolutely 
free his biography, “Ordained of the dLord,” 
with the first book you s@nd me. Send me the 
first book on Matthew, with your invoice for 
$3.50 (plus sales tax if I live in North Carolina). 
I will remit in 10 days. You will send me one book 





This $3.00 book is of the set each month until the entire set of 18 
FREE with your first books is received. I will pay within 10 days after 
book. I receive each book. I may by writing you at 

least 10 days ahead of time, stop the coming 


own, or may cancel my contract by your consent 


If the volume does not meet your expectations c > ir 
only, in case of disability or loss of position. 


it may be returned within 10 days and the 
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! 
, 
| of any of Dr. Ironside’s books which I already 
! 
charges cancelled. - 
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! 
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Order direct from NaMe .oceccccccceseces oeeeeceseceeceesesseees 
TIDINGS BIBLE AND BOOK STORE Address ..ccccccccccccccccccces ee eecccesescese 
Box 384 Dept. T2 Wilson, North Carolina | City.........cceeeeeeeeee: Jone ... State-..++- 

















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Nov. 8) Oct. 24, 1953 


Thurs.—Psalm 15:1-5. A Good Neighbor. 


PRAYER SvuGcEsTIONS: “He that back- 
biteth not with his tongue, nor doeth 
evil to his neighbour.” More friends 
are lost by the use of the tongue than 
can be won by all other good deeds. The 
tongue has great power to bless and 
curse. One harsh word has power to 
divide a nation. The rule for keeping 
friends is this, “Keep thy tongue from 
evil, and thy lips from speaking guile.” 
A gossiping tongue can make more trou- 
ble than a multitude of good deeds can 
allay. Words spoken in secret against a 
neighbor can bear evil fruit in the house 
next door. (See Eccles. 10:20.) Pray for 
the American European Bethel Mission, 
Inc., Los Angeles, Calif. 


Fri.—Philippians 2:12-18. 
Christian Standards of Conduct. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God, without re- 
buke, in the midst of a crooked and per- 
verse nation, among gvhom ye shine as 
lights in the world.” Christian stand- 
ards of behavior which we practice as 
we mingle with fellow believers and 
with people who do not know and serve 
our Lord cannot be maintained unless 
we have a God-given inclination to 
know and live up to them. Are you a 
bright and shining light for your Lord? 
Pray for the American Inland Mountain 
Mission, Corbin, Ky. 


Sat.—Revelation 2:1-7. 
To a Persecuted Church. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I know thy 
works, and thy labour, and thy patience, 
and how thou canst not bear them which 
are evil: and thou hast tried them which 
say they are apostles, and are not, and 
hast found them liars.” The church at 
Ephesus had both friends and enemies. 
She bore much from enemies; had great 
patience with evil adherents, labored 
hard for the Lord without fainting (v. 
3). She was a persecuted church, but 
she was also a fallen church (see v. 5): 
and also winked at evil. What the Lord 
had in mind in allowing these troubles 
stands out in verses 5 to 7. Pray for 
Manna Bible Institute, Philadelphia. 


Sun.—Psalm 122:1-9. Joy in Worship. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I was glad 
when they said unto me, Let us go 
into the house of the Lord.” Only 
those who know the Lord will love 
the house of worship and hasten there 
to pay their thanks to the God of 
their salvation, and will worship with 
others who desire to honor Him. Only 
those who have a heart for God will 
enjoy having a part in the worship 
of God. May peace ever be the por- 
tion of our churches. May our breth- 
ren and companions in worship also 
say, “Peace be within thy walls, and 
prosperity within thy palaces.” Pray 
for the Bethesda Mission for the 
Handicapped, Klamath Falls, Oreg. 
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